Bible Beginnings

Jarrod Jacobs

With this article, we begin a new adventure, and I am so thankful for this opportunity to write. I hope you find this and our future articles to be helpful, encouraging, and challenging to you and beneficial for your spiritual growth. Since we are beginning a new work together, I thought it would be good for us to go to the Bible and study some other  “beginnings”.
The first beginning we ought to consider is the beginning of man. The Bible reveals man’s origins. We are not here because of some cosmic accident. Rather, we are here because the God of Heaven created us. In Genesis one, verse one, we read, “In the beginning God ...”. God spoke this world into existence (Ps. 33:6-9), and this includes bringing man into existence (Gen. 1:26-28, 2:7). Man’s beginning was no accident. We are not the product of random cosmic explosions and mutations that have occurred over billions of years! We are here because God wanted us here (Rev. 4:11)! He made man at the beginning, and Christ will return for us at the end of the end of time (I Cor. 15:24-28; I Thess. 4:13-18)!
A very sad beginning is also recorded for us in the book of Genesis. Genesis chapter three records the beginning of sin. After God made man and woman, He told them to “dress and keep” the garden and warned them not to eat of “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil ... for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Gen. 2:17). In Genesis three, Satan deceived the woman and tempted her through the lusts of the flesh and eyes and the pride of life (Gen. 3:6; I Jn. 2:15-17). Sin did not end this day, though. We are still plagued by sin and its consequences in this world (Rom. 3:23).

In concert with the beginning of sin, we also see the beginning of Messianic prophecies. The first of over 700 Messianic prophecies is recorded for us in Genesis 3:15: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Here, we find the Promised One that came through the “seed” of woman (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23). This One would have His heel bruised (crushed) by Satan, but Satan’s HEAD would be bruised (crushed) by Him! In other words, the “fatal blow” would be dealt to Satan! This event occurred at the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.
Another beginning we read about in Scripture is the beginning of the church. The Lord’s church (Rom.16:16) began in the first century. Christ promised to build it (Matt. 16:18), and He fulfilled this promise. He purchased the church with His own blood (Acts 20:28), and we read in Acts 2 about folks being added to it when they are baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38, 41, 47). From that time, to today, this church, or “called out” body has never gone out of existence (Dan. 2:44-45). Men and women can still be a part of that body today! Are you a part of His body?
There are more “beginnings” we could study, but I hope these are enough to whet your appetite for more Bible study. I am excited for this “beginning”. I hope you are as well. See you next week, Lord willing.
-- You are invited to visit with the Caneyville church of Christ. Times of services: Sun.: 10:00 am, 10:45 am, 5:00 pm; Wed.: 7:00 pm. Website: http://caneyvillechurchofchrist.com Tune in to our radio program on 99.9 FM Mon-Fri at 1:00 pm. Questions? Call: (270) 589-4167
