
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

early 2000 years ago, 
the apostle John 
wrote to brethren in 
the Lord, “for the 

truth’s sake.” In writ-

ing, he told the brethren, 
“Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son. If there come 
any unto you, and bring not this doc-
trine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: For he 
that biddeth him God speed is partak-

er of his evil deeds” (II Jn. 9-11). 

This short text stands as a divine 
barrier between right and wrong, 
between truth and error! It teach-
es us that the gospel is very exclu-
sive and narrow in its scope. 
While everyone may be saved, all 
must obey the same rules in order 
to be saved. The same apostle 
recorded Christ’s words, telling 
the world there is but one door 
(Jn. 10:9). We need to under-
stand that not everyone has a 
right to our fellowship as Chris-
tians. Only those who have gone 
through Jesus Christ, the door 
(access) to the Father and salva-
tion (Jn. 14:6). 
 Let us study about the doc-
trine of Christ and see what it is 
and the results of this doctrine on 
mankind. Let us examine our-
selves to see whether or not we 
are in fellowship with Christ, and 
as a result, in fellowship with fel-
low Christians (I Jn. 1:7). 
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What Is The Doctrine Of 
Christ? 

   Many have had a hard time an-
swering this question. For instance, 
some folks teach that the doctrine 
of Christ is simply the teaching that 
Jesus is the Christ. In contrast, oth-
ers teach that the doctrine of Christ 
is the doctrine that Christ taught 
men, along with the fact the Jesus 
is the Christ. Which is it? 
 To answer our question, let us 
define the word “doctrine.” Doc-
trine means, “teaching; that which 
is taught; one’s doctrine, i.e. what 
he teaches; the doctrine which has 
God, Christ, the Lord for its author 
and supporter” (Thayer’s, p. 144). 
Mr. W.E. Vine adds, that doctrine 
“denotes teaching; either, that 
which is taught or the act of teach-
ing” (Vine’s, p. 333). 
 Further, let us consider some 
Bible examples that will tell us in 

no uncertain terms what the word 
“doctrine” means. Is it merely the 
existence of something (or some-
one), or the teaching done by 
someone? As we read the passages 
below, let us ask ourselves that 
question. 
 In Matthew 16:5-12, Jesus said, 
“beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 

and of the Sadducees.” After misun-

derstanding at first, the apostles 
were made to understand that 
Christ meant beware “of the doctrine 
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” 

Now, when Jesus said this, was He  
warning the apostles to beware of 
the existence of Pharisees and Sad-

ducees, or beware of their teaching? 

To ask such a question is to answer 

it! Christ was warning about the doc-
trine these folks had, not their exist-
ence! 
 In Colossians 2:20-23, Paul talks 
about the “doctrines of men.” What does 

this mean? He explains: “Touch not; taste 
not; handle not .... Which things have in-
deed a show of wisdom in will worship, and 
humility, and neglecting of the body; not in 
any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.” 

Notice also, that Paul uses the word 
“doctrines” (plural). These were what 

some men were teaching (Matt. 15:9). 
 Timothy was told, “Now the Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils ... 
Forbidding to marry, and commanding to 
abstain from meats, which God hath created 
to be received with thanksgiving of them 

which believe and know the truth” (I Tim. 

4:1, 3). Was Timothy warned about the 
doctrine of the existence of devils, or 
what was considered “devilish” teach-
ing? We know the answer by simply 
reading the text! 
 We could also study Titus 2:9-10; 
Hebrews 6:1-2; Revelation 2:14-15 and 

Editor’s Note: 
 I wish to express my thanks to all for 
making last week’s gospel meeting such a 
great week. Brother Hahn came here 
ready to preach and he did so (II Tim. 4:2
-5). Folks were very generous and hospi-
table to brother Hahn and my family all 
week long. Further, thanks goes to those 
who led songs all week. This was a won-
derful part of our week of worship. 
 Let us not stop now. Let us apply 
what we have learned! Let us continue in 
prayer for one another, and pray for open 
doors to teach lost souls the truth (Jas. 
5:16b). Let us remember that when we 
plant and water, God will give the in-
crease! (I Cor. 3:6) 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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“Not to know is ignorance, but to refuse 
to learn is pride.” 

-- L.E. Sloan 

ask similar questions. When 
Christ taught, people were 
“astonished at his doctrine” (Matt. 

7:28-29). Was He simply saying 
“I exist”? Of course, not! His 
teaching is made clear for us in 
chapters 5-7 of Matthew. The 
teacing done by Christ astonished 
all who heard Him! 
 

Can Another Doctrine Be 
Taught? 

 Some today suggest that we 
can teach different and conflict-
ing things and that this is still in 
accordance with the doctrine of 
Christ. Is that so? Of course, not! 
Read II John 10-11 and learn that 
no other doctrine may be taught 
if we expect to be in fellowship 
with Christ, and with other Chris-
tians. 
 The principle that says, 
“When God specifies a thing, 
that excludes everything else in 
that category” is still valid. There-
fore, what did God specify con-
cerning doctrine? Mark 16:15 
says, “preach the gospel.” II Timo-

thy 4:1-2 commands, “Preach the 

word....” I Peter 4:11 tells us to 

“speak as the oracles of God.” To 

speak anything else and call it the 
“doctrine of Christ” is a depar-
ture from the revealed word — 

regardless of who is listening OR 
teaching!! (Gal. 1:6-9) 
 

What Is My Responsibility 
To One Who Is Teaching 
The Doctrine Of Christ?  

 I have many responsibilities to 
such an one. I have a responsibil-
ity to support them. Jesus said, 
“He that receiveth a prophet in the 
name of a prophet shall receive a 
prophet’s reward; and he that re-
ceiveth a righteous man in the name 
of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man’s reward. And whoso-
ever shall give to drink unto one of 
these little ones a cup of cold water 

that we need to “mark” such people and 

“have no fellowship” with them (Rom. 

16:17; Eph. 5:11). 
 I am responsible for my actions. I 
also am responsible to see that truth is 
being taught, and not error (II Tim. 2:2). 
All may not be public teachers, but we 
can spread the truth in many ways. We 
can spread the truth by handing out 
tracts to people. We can spread the truth 
by sending them the bulletins, inviting 
people to our services, and/or studying 
on a subject they would be interested in 
and getting them in a discussion. If I sit 
on my hands and watch the world go to 
Hell, I will go along with it, because I 
did not do my duty and abide in the 
doctrine of Christ as I should! 
 

Conclusion 
 Hopefully, we have learned that the 
doctrine of Christ is more than simply 
the fact the Christ exists. Let us learn 
and learn well that it is a great and grave 

danger to not abide in the doctrine of 
Christ (II Jn. 9-11). In fact, God has 
promised vengeance on those who do 
not obey when they know to do it (Jas. 
4:17; II Thess. 1:8). What will you do, 
dear friend? Will we learn and abide in 
the doctrine of Christ or not? 

only in the name of a disciple, verily I 
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose 

his reward” (Matt. 10:41-42). This 

support is physical support shown 
toward that man. In addition to 
this, Acts 12:5, and 12  tell us that 
the church prayed for Peter while 
he was in prison, facing death at 
Herod’s hand for preaching the 
gospel. “Although the condition of 
Peter was the burden of these disci-
ples, they were by no means ex-
pecting his deliverance, and were 

most likely praying that he might 
be enabled to endure with fortitude 
a death which they regarded as 
inevitable” (McGarvey's Original 
Commentary, p. 154). 
 My responsibility to one teach-
ing the doctrine of Christ is to sup-
port, to pray for him, to love him 
as a servant of the Lord (Jn. 13:34-
35), and to give him the right hand 
of fellowship (Gal. 2:9). 
 

What Is My Responsibility 
To One Who Is Not Teaching 

The Doctrine Of Christ? 
 God was explicit about our ac-
tions in this case. When it comes 
to those not teaching the doctrine 
of Christ, stop their mouths (Titus 
1:10-11)!! Another responsibility is 
to not bid them “Godspeed” (i.e., 

approve of them, or leave them 
with the impression you approve 
of their actions or teachings, II Jn. 
10-11; Rom. 1:32). Paul taught 


