
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

very day we stand at 
a crossroads. Every 
day we must make 
decisions, and these 
decisions include 
what we will do con-

cerning the condition of our 
souls. Will we obey or disobey 
God? Will we serve the Lord and 
strive to please Him or will we 
strive to please self? These ques-
tions demand an answer from 
each one of us. We cannot ig-
nore, deny, or otherwise avoid 
answering these questions. In 
fact, to say, “I make no decision” 
is to make a decision! Yes, we 
stand at a crossroads daily. 
 
 Throughout the Bible, man is 
presented with choices. This is 
because man is a free-moral 
agent. God gave man this ability 
at Creation. Therefore, our lives 
are a series of choices, and we 

must face the consequences of 
our choices we make! This fact is 
seen throughout the Scriptures as 
we see people from the Old and 
New Testaments making choices 
regarding their lives (and souls) 
and then feeling the consequenc-
es of those decisions. 
 
 In like manner, we can read 
the words of Christ, who told His 
followers to, “Enter by the narrow 
gate. For the gate is wide and the way 
is easy that leads to destruction, and 
those who enter by it are many. For 
the gate is narrow and the way is 
hard that leads to life, and those who 

find it are few” (Matt. 7:13-14). As 

we noted above, we see Christ 
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telling folks that day (and us by 
implication) that they have a 
choice to make. In this passage, He 
also explains the consequences 
which follow the choice we make. 
One way will lead us to life, and 
the other will lead to destruction. 
The point being that each one of us 
must make that choice, to enter in 
at the “strait gate,” and make it dai-

ly! 
 
 What decision will you make? 
Every day we stand at a cross-
roads. This crossroads will ulti-
mately determine where we will 
spend our eternity! Have you made 
the right decision? Are you a Chris-
tian? Have you followed the Lord’s 
plan of salvation so as to have your 
sins washed away (Acts 2:22; Rom. 
10:17; Heb. 11:6; Acts 17:30; Rom. 
10:10; Acts 22:16)? 
 
 What decision will you make in 
regard to raising your children? 
Will we follow the Bible and raise 
them “in the nurture and admonition 

of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4)? Will we 
“train up a child in the way he should 

go” (Prov. 22:6)? What will we 

teach them? We stand at a cross-
roads with our children! We must 
choose wisely and teach them the 
Lord’s way while they are with us. 
Our time is very short in this area. 

 
 We have many decisions to 
make daily. Let us always remem-
ber our responsibilities before God 
and one another as we make these 
decisions. Choose wisely! Our eter-
nal salvation rests on these choices! 

“Sowing Your Wild 
Oats” 

Aaron Jacobs 

 

ow many times have we 

heard this phrase used in an 

attempt to justify young peo-

ple’s sins? “They are just 

sowing their wild oats. They 

will grow out of it.” This excuse is a 

very dangerous tool that the devil uses 

to draw people away from the faith and 

keep them in their sins. What does God 

say about this subject? Can we really 

“sow our wild oats” without facing any 

consequences?  

 Let’s begin by looking at what is 

written in the Old Testament. God’s 

servant, Job, tells us what he saw 

through the experiences of life. “Even as 

I have seen, those who sow iniquity and 

plow trouble shall reap the same” (Job 4:8). 

Notice Job’s words. This statement 

does not apply to a certain age group, 

but to all who have committed iniquity. 

As we begin this study, it is important 

for us to remember that both young and 

old will reap the consequences of their 

sin.  

 Not only will we reap the conse-

quences of our sin, but we will reap 

more than we have sown. Hosea 8:7 

says, “They sow the wind and reap the 

whirlwind.” We may think that commit-

ting a “small sin” will not affect any-

one, but the consequences of our sin 

can be disastrous. Consider the first sin. 

In Genesis 3:6, Adam and Eve diso-

beyed God by eating the fruit of the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil. To-

day, we might think, “What’s the big 

deal with eating fruit? Is that really a 
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said, “I know your works, tribulation, 
and poverty (but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of those who say 
they are Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan” (Rev. 2:9). In 

their physical poverty, however, 
the church of Smyrna was “rich”; 

that is, they had spiritual wealth 
that no one could take away 
(Matt. 6:20). As for the identity of 
the “synagogue of Satan,” there are 

a couple of views. One is that this 
was a group of Gentiles who 
called themselves “Jews.” Instead 
of following Judaism, however, 
these self-proclaimed “people of 
God” worshiped the Roman em-
peror and spoke out against the 
Christians in Smyrna. Another 
view is that the “synagogue of Sa-

tan” was a group of physical Jews 

who followed tradition and the 
Mosaic Law yet in reality did not 
know God. They were “not” Jews 
in the sense that they did not have 
the faith of their father Abraham 
(Lk. 3:8; Jn. 8:40), and they were 
“of Satan” in that they had rejected 

Jesus Christ (Jn. 8:44).  
 
  After commending the church 
in Smyrna for their spiritual victo-
ries, Jesus warned of coming per-
secution. Revelation 2:10 says, 
“Do not fear any of those things which 
you are about to suffer. Indeed, the 
devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison, that you may be tested, 
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myrna was a large, 
important city on the 
western coast of Asia 
Minor. The words of 
Jesus to the church in 

Smyrna in Revelation 2:8-11 offer 
insight into the life of a first-
century congregation, and there 
are many applications for us to-
day. 
 
 We first notice that the mes-
sage was from the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Rev. 2:8). Jesus starts by 
acknowledging their trials. He 

and you will have tribulation ten days. Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you the 

crown of life.” Some of the church mem-

bers would be imprisoned, and this 
wave of persecution would last for ten 
days. There have been discussions con-
cerning whether or not this was literally 
ten days or a figurative number. Barnes 
Commentary offers this thought on the 
ten days; “A short time; a brief period; a 
few days. It is possible, indeed, that this 
might have meant literally ten days, but 
it is much more in accordance with the 
general character of this book, in regard 
to numbers, to suppose that the word 
ten here is used to denote a few.” 
Throughout this time, Jesus calls them 
to remain faithful in their suffering. 
Here, a specific crown is mentioned for 
those who die as a result of suffering for 
Christ. This crown is also mentioned in 
James 1:12. “Blessed is the man who en-
dures temptation; for when he has been ap-
proved, he will receive the crown of life which 
the Lord has promised to those who love 
him.” 

 
  Jesus makes a final promise to Chris-
tians in Smyrna in Revelation 2:11. He 
said, “He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. He who over-
comes shall not be hurt by the second death.” 

Let us learn and follow what the Spirit 
said to the church at Smyrna so that we 
may all overcome the sin of this world.  

major sin?” While we might 

think of this sin as “small,” the 

consequences of this sin 

changed the course of the planet 

and human history. The earth 

would produce weeds and this-

tles, and man would no longer 

live forever but “return to the 

earth” (Gen. 3:18-19). From this 

example, we can clearly see that 

our sins, no matter how 

“small,” have far-reaching con-

sequences.  

 Therefore, why choose to 

“sow your wild oats” rather 

than obey the Lord? The apostle 

Paul shows us our two options. 

“For he who sows to the flesh will of 

the flesh reap corruption, but he who 

sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit 

reap everlasting life” (Gal. 6:8). 

God does not excuse our sins 

and neither should we. It is our 

choice to either obey or disobey 

God. Let us always have an 

obedient heart that looks for-

ward to eternal life rather than a 

corrupt heart that makes excus-

es for our sins!  


