
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

t times, we hear peo-
ple tell us that it is 
not right to judge oth-
ers. Such a position is 
not found in the Bi-

ble. In fact, the passage often 
used to “prove” a prohibition on 
judging is the very passage that 
teaches us to judge in certain situ-
ations (Matt. 7:1-6, 15-20)! 
 
 John 7:24 records a profound 
statement made by Christ. He 
told those listening to Him, 
“Judge not according to appearance, 
but judge righteous judgment.” 

Those who hold a position that 
says it is not right to judge need 
to pay close attention to the 
words of the Lord. In John 7:24, 
He plainly tells folks to judge! 
What does this statement mean? 
What applications can we make 
to ourselves today? 
 

 To begin, we understand that 
Jesus’ words in John 7:24 have a 
context. The context of this verse 
is that during the feast of taber-
nacles (v. 2), Jesus had gone into 
Jerusalem secretly (v. 10), and 
began to teach the people (v. 14). 
His teaching stirred the ruling 
Jews. This is because in addition 
to them being upset with what 
He was teaching this day, they 
were still upset because Jesus had 
healed a man on the Sabbath day 
a year and a half earlier (Jn. 5:8-
10, 15-16, 7:23). It might seem 
strange to some that these people 
were still upset about an event 
from a year and a half ago, but 
they were! Seems like these folks 
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were not unlike “modern” folks 
today who like to hang on to old 
grudges for years and years! 
 
 Jesus then contrasts His perfor-
mance of a miracle on the Sabbath 
and their reaction with the act of 
circumcision that might be done on 
the Sabbath (Jn. 7:21-23). With 
one they were displeased, and with 
the other, they would have been 
pleased! Jesus thus points out their 
inconsistency. He concludes these 
thoughts by saying, “Judge not ac-
cording to appearance, but judge right-

eous judgment.” In other words, the 

rulers should not judge Him based 
merely upon outward appearances, 
nor with a prejudiced mind. (The 
Pharisees were guilty of both!) Ra-
ther, “judge righteous judgment.” 

“Righteous judgment” means men 

are to judge based upon the con-
scious examination of the facts in 
light of the truth He was speaking 
(Jn. 7:16). 
 
 As we think about the words of 
our Lord, let us understand that we 
also need to follow the words of 
Christ in judging righteous judg-
ment! It is a sad fact that many 
people judge things based solely 
upon appearances. Rather than 
digging deeper to learn the truth, 
they are satisfied to make decisions 

based merely upon face-value. For 
example, a man goes to the hospi-
tal, but does not receive the needed 
medical care before being sent 
home, so he returns to the hospital 
for care at a later time in the hope 
of getting the care needed. Does 

this mean he is somehow using the 
medical system, and trying to obtain 
drugs and get “high”? Of course, not! 
Though some try to use our medical 
system in this way, it does not mean 
each person is in this category. Search 
out, learn the truth, and help the man 
when he is found to be an honest per-
son. Again, perhaps there is someone 
who wears dirty clothes, has not bathed 
recently, and asks you for money. Does 
this mean he is going to use your mon-
ey for alcohol, drugs, or for some other 
sinful act? Not necessarily. Yes, some 
do this, but not all. 
 
 Finally, when a sinful act is commit-
ted, and the person you suspect denies 
responsibility, do you immediately as-
sume he is lying? Or, do you take the 
time to learn the truth as to whether or 
not he is guilty? In John 7, Jesus was 
“convicted” without the benefit of a 
trial! The Pharisees, scribes, and others 
were convinced Jesus was a sinner, an 
imposter, and someone who was an 
enemy of God. Yet, none of this was 
true. Are we guilty of this behavior with 

our fellow man? Are we guilty of this 
behavior with our brethren in Christ? 
Do we assume the worst in people? I 
hope not, because love demands better 
of us than that (I Cor. 13:5b, 7). 
 
 The Lord tells us to “Judge righteous 

judgment.” In so doing, some may need 

to be corrected; but then others may 
need to be comforted, helped, and en-
couraged (I Thess. 5:14; Heb. 12:12-
13). Do not judge based upon feelings, 
but upon facts. Do not be a hypocrite in 
judgment (Matt. 7:5). Christ left us an 
example to follow (I Pet. 2:21). Let’s 
follow Him! “Judge righteous judgment”!! 
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was weak in some respects, evi-
dently, yet they had remained 
faithful in the face of trial. Because 
of this, the Lord promises them an 
“open door” of blessing. 

 
 Jesus’ letter then condemns the 
enemies of the church at Philadel-
phia. Revelation 3:9 says, “Indeed I 
will make those of the synagogue of 
Satan, who say they are Jews and are 
not, but lie--indeed I will make them 
come and worship before your feet, and 
to know that I have loved you.” 

Those who persecuted the faithful 
members would one day realize 
Christ loves His children. The 
church at Philadelphia would be 
victorious over her enemies. 
 
 Jesus encourages the faithful 
regarding His future coming. He 
said, “Because you have kept My 
command to persevere, I also will keep 
you from the hour of trial which shall 
come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth. Behold, I 
am coming quickly! Hold fast what 
you have, that no one may take your 

crown.” This does not mean that 

they would be kept from every 
temptation. Barnes’ commentary 
explains it this way, “That is, I 
will so keep you that you shall not 
sink under the trials which will 
prove a severe temptation to 
many. This does not mean that 
they would be actually kept from 
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evelation 3:7-13 rec-
ords the sixth of the 
seven letters ad-
dressed to the 
churches in Revela-

tion 2–3. The church at Philadel-
phia is the recipient of this letter. 
The message is from the Lord 
Jesus Christ who identifies Him-
self as “He who is holy, He who is 
true, "He who has the key of David, 
He who opens and no one shuts, and 

shuts and no one opens.” This de-

scription of Jesus emphasizes His 
holiness, His sovereignty, and 
His authority. 
 
 Jesus affirms the church’s pos-
itive actions when He says, “I 
know your works. See, I have set be-
fore you an open door, and no one 
can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and 

have not denied My name” (Rev. 

3:8). The church at Philadelphia 

calamity of all kinds, but that they 
would be kept from the temptation of 
apostasy in calamity. He would give 
them grace to bear up under trials with a 
Christian spirit, and in such a manner 
that their salvation should not be endan-
gered.” 
 
 Jesus provides a final promise to the 
believers in Philadelphia. He says, “He 
who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in 
the temple of My God, and he shall go out no 
more. And I will write on him the name of 
My God and the name of the city of My God, 
the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of 
heaven from My God. And I will write on 

him My new name” (Rev. 3:12). This 

should be comforting to all Christians 
because a pillar is designed to be a per-
manent structure, which indicates that 
when we remain faithful, we will be-
come a permanent part of the glorified 
church in Heaven. Not only will we be 
in Heaven, Jesus will write on us the 
name of God and the name of the city of 
God, which is the New Jerusalem.  
 
 Jesus wants the church at Philadelph-
ia to be encouraged by this message. He 
wants all Christians everywhere to open 
their ears to this truth and realize they 
can also be a pillar in God’s heavenly 
abode if they will remain faithful to the 
Lord.  

“The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous 

man availeth 
much” (James 5:16). 

 
 Are you praying daily for 
our work here at Caney-
ville? Are you constantly ask-
ing for God’s blessings on our 
elders, deacons, preachers, 
Bible class teachers, our el-
derly, the widows, the spirit-
ually weak, and every brother 
and sister in Christ? We have 
a great and powerful tool in 
prayer.  Use it! 


