
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

e speak often about a 
being a sound church 
and faithful to the 
Lord. When speak-
ing about this sub-
ject, some may won-

der, “What is a ‘sound’ church?” 
I think that this is a good ques-
tion in light of the fact that 
churches on earth can be de-
scribed as “sound “ or “unsound” 
when we compare their works 
with what the Bible says churches 
ought to be doing. The contrast 
between “sound” and “unsound” 
is simply a contrast between 
something that is healthy and 
something that is not healthy. In 
this case, we are noting the differ-
ence between a church that is 
spiritually “healthy” and one that 
is not. If we are interested in be-
ing a spiritually healthy church, 
let us study the Scriptures and 
compare what we are doing with 

what the Bible describes as work 
for the church. 
 
 When we think about what is 
necessary to be a “sound 
church,” let us consider the fol-
lowing characteristics. 
 

 A sound church is one that 

follows Christ’s word as its 
only law and practice (Col. 

3:17; I Pet. 4:11). 
 

 A sound church is one that is 

devoted to only doing as the 
apostles did in worship (Acts 
2:42, 20:7; Eph. 5:19). 
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 A sound church is one who 

practices corrective discipline 
upon those who walk disorder-
ly (II Thess. 3:6; I Cor. 5). 

 

 A sound church is one who 

will not just accept “anyone” 
as a member, but will test and 
ask questions, and allow them 
to ask questions in return (Acts 
9:26-28). (The truth has noth-
ing to fear, you know.) 

 

 A sound church is one who 

knows the truth, will defend it, 
and will spread the truth wher-
ever possible (I Thess. 1:8; II 
Tim. 4:2; Jude 3). 

 

 A sound church is one who 

will not be involved in unau-
thorized ways of handling the 
Lord’s money such as: the sup-
port of orphan homes or benev-
olent societies from its treasury 
(Phil. 4:15-16; Jas. 1:27). 

 

 A sound church is one that re-

alizes “the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink” (Rom. 
14:17). Thus, she will not be 
like the denominations in sup-
port of “fun, food, and frolic” 
in order to “win” people to 
them. (Rom. 1:16) 

 

 A sound church is one who 

remembers her first love (Rev. 
2:4; Eph. 4:15). 

 

 A sound church is one who 

reverences Christ (Acts 4:12). 

 

 A sound church does not tolerate or 

coddle worldliness among its peo-
ple (II Cor. 6:17; II Thess. 3:14-15). 

 

 A sound church wears the name of 

Christ (Acts 20:28; Rom. 16:16). 
 

 A sound church is properly orga-

nized, having no connections to 
any other organization! A sound 
church can be scripturally unor-
ganized for a while (When churches 
were started in the first century, 
there were not men qualified to be 
elders or deacons at first. Acts 
14:23; Titus 1:5); but there comes a 
time when a congregation, in order 
to be sound, must be scripturally 
organized, having elders to oversee 
the local group, deacons to serve, 
and saints to do God’s will, and be 
under the oversight of the elders (I 
Pet. 5:2-3; I Tim. 3:1-13; Tit. 1:5-9; 
Phil. 1:1).  

 

 A sound church will love one an-

other (I Cor. 13:4-8). In loving one 
another, it is evident to the world 
that we are the disciples of Christ 
(Jn. 13:34-35; I Jn. 4:7-11, 21). 

 

Conclusion 
 Such characteristics as the above 
give us a taste of what a sound church 
looks like. In light of what we have 
learned in these passages, let us exam-
ine ourselves and ask whether or not 
G o d  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  u s  a 
“sound” (spiritually healthy) church 
meeting in Caneyville, KY. God has 
given us the blueprint. Will we follow it 
or not? The answer to this question will 
determine whether we truly are a 
“ s o u n d ”  c h u r c h ,  a  c h u r c h 
“of” (belonging to) Christ! 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 
Location: 103 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 

 
 
 

Meeting Times: 
  Sunday Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           10:45 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           5:00 p.m. 
 

  Wednesday Bible Study         7:00 p.m. 
 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Television Show airs on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994) 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM 
(10:30-11:00 am) and WLBQ 101.5 FM (5:30-6:00 am) Monday-

Friday. It is also broadcast online at: www.thez999.com and www.wlbq.fm 
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs      Phone: (270) 589-4167 

Your Bible questions answered … 
www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994 

13). The saints do not always 
know who false teachers are ini-

tially. Just as was true in the 
churches at the time Jude was 

writing. These men had “crept in 

unnoticed.” They will do the same 

today (Acts 20:29-30)!  

 

 After this warning is offered 
by Jude, we find he offers some 

encouragement. Jude encourages 
brethren to, “Contend earnestly for 

the faith which was once for all deliv-

ered unto the saints.” Our only 

confidence can be in “the faith.” 

Therefore, whatever we do must 
be in accordance with the Word 

of God. We cannot, “go beyond 

the things which are written” (I 

Cor. 4:6; II Jn. 9-11). The Bere-

ans were commended because 
they “received the word with all 

readiness of mind, examining the 
scriptures daily, whether these things 

were so” (Acts 17:9). Are we con-

tending earnestly for the faith? 

Are we searching the scriptures 
as we should?  

 

 The book of Jude is still rele-
vant for us today. There are still 

many individuals and religious 

groups that seek to teach error. 
May we always search the scrip-

tures, and contend earnestly for 
the faith. 

Watch: 

Listen: 

JUDE 
Aric Russell 

 

ude introduces his 

epistle with these 
words: “Beloved, while 

I was very diligent to 
write to you concerning 

our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting 
you to contend earnestly for the 

faith which was once for all deliv-
ered to the saints. For certain men 

have crept in unnoticed, who long 
ago were marked out for this con-

demnation, ungodly men, who turn 
the grace of our God into lewdness 

and deny the only Lord God and 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jude 3-4). 

The urgency with which this 
book is introduced enhances its 

importance. No other letter in 

the New Testament begins with 
such a change of plans. Jude 

evidently intended to write on 
an entirely different subject, 

“our common salvation.” Howev-

er, something else was more 
important. Men who had been 
“called, beloved in God the Fa-

ther” (v. 2), were in danger of 

being led astray, and Jude found 

it necessary to write a message 
of warning and strong exhorta-

tion to steadfastness. 
 

 Throughout the Bible, we 

find descriptions of destruction 
upon the unfaithful and wicked. 

However, none is greater than 
the picture illustrated by Jude. 

God’s picture of false teachers 

and their doom is in these 
words: “These are clouds without 

water, carried along by winds; au-
tumn trees without fruit, twice 

dead, plucked up by the roots; wild 
waves of the sea, foaming out their 
own shame; wandering stars, for 

whom the blackness of darkness 

hath been reserved for ever” (v. 12-
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e had just completed a 

scorcher on the evil and sin 

in using foul language. He 
stated several times that he 

knew one of his hearers 
was guilty. The service ended and he 

stood at the door greeting each person 

as he left the building. 
 

 The first to go was a woman no one 

would ever suspect of using foul lan-
guage. Red-faced and angry she ex-

claimed, “I'll never set foot in this 
building again!” Before the preacher 

could gather his wits over that one, 

another said, “If I had known you 
were that near last week I would have 

been more careful.” And still another 

said, “At least you could have told me 
privately.” A fourth said, “Well, I was 

never so embarrassed in all my life.” 
 

 Then came the guilty party. He 

pumped the preacher’s hand heartily 
and with an innocent smile said, 

“Now, that’s what I call preaching. 

You sure poured it on ‘em today!” 

 


