
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

cts chapters 3 and 4 
record an incident in 
the lives of Peter and 
John that are worthy 
of our study. In this 

text, Acts 3 records the apostles 
Peter and John going into the 
Temple.  As they pass the gate 
called “Beautiful,” they see a 
lame man begging alms. Peter 
told him, “Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I thee: 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza-

reth rise up and walk” (v. 6). Imme-

diately, “he leaping up stood” and 

entered the Temple (v. 7-8). The 
people recognized the lame man, 
and wondered at him. The people 
gathered on Solomon’s Porch, 
and here they heard the preach-
ing of Peter (v. 12-26). 
 
 When reading this account, 
we find that this is basically the 
same sermon he and the other 
apostles preached in Acts 2. After 
preaching about the Christ and 
about their need to “Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from 

the presence of the Lord” (v. 19), the 

priests, Sadducees, and others 
came to Peter, John, and the 
lame man and put them in prison 
for the night (Acts 4:1-3). 
 
 The next day, these men stand 
in trial before the Sanhedrin for 
preaching about the resurrection, 
specifically, the resurrection of 
Jesus the Christ, and that it was 
by His power that the lame man 
was healed (Acts 4:2, 10). The 
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question asked by the Sanhedrin 
was a good question. They asked, 
“By what power, or by what name, 

have ye done this?” (v. 7). In other 

words, who gave them the authori-
ty to heal this lame man and to 
preach about Christ and His resur-
rection? The answer is given in 
verse 10 of chapter 4: “Be it known 
unto you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, even by him 
doth this man stand here before you 

whole.” The question thus asked 

and answered, Peter then preaches 
about Christ and the salvation 
found in Him (v. 11-12). Peter was 
not afraid of what men may do, 
and so spoke boldly about Christ 
among the very ones responsible 
for killing Him just a few months 
previous. “Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and per-
ceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marveled; and they 
took knowledge of them, that they had 

been with Jesus” (v. 13).  Realizing 

they could say nothing against 
what had happened, nor of these 
men, they conferred together to 
threaten Peter and John and com-
mand them not to spread the word 
any more than what they had al-
ready done (v. 14-17). The answer 
made by Peter and John was, “we 

cannot but speak the things which we 

have seen and heard” (v. 20). The 

Sanhedrin continued to threaten 
the men, but finally let Peter, John, 
and the lame man go (v. 23). 
 

 Acts chapter four ends with the re-
port being made to the church, and the 
church offering prayers to God in light 
of this event. Their plea was, “And now 
Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant 
unto thy servants, that with all boldness they 

may speak thy word” (v. 29). 

 

Making Personal Application 
To The Events Surrounding 

Acts 3 And 4 … 
 

Boldness 
 This time is a special time in the his-
tory of the Lord’s church. It seems just 
days after its establishment, Satan has 
already started to fight against the 
Lord’s church. In this case, notice the 
boldness these men had in the Lord 
(Acts 4:10-12). This being true, let us 
follow their example and be bold peo-
ple as well. Christ said we are not to 
fear men (Matt. 10:28). Rather, we 
need to be bold and brave and not bow 
down to the whim and will of men. Sol-
omon taught this same truth when he 
wrote, “The wicked flee when no man pur-
sueth: but the righteous are bold as a li-

on” (Prov. 28:1). It is the righteous, Sol-

omon said, that are “bold as a lion.” 

Could such a description describe us? If 
not, why not? In fact, what we see in 
the first century Christians is that after 
hearing the report of the Sanhedrin, the 
Christians then prayed to God; not ask-
ing for problems to be taken away or 
praying that somehow all could “get 

along,” ignoring the differences.  They 
prayed, “grant unto thy servants, that with 

all boldness they may speak thy word” (v. 

29). May we learn this lesson and deter-
mine that we will be bold as well! It 
certainly is needed today. 
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cording to His authority, and not 
according to our wishes or opin-
ions (I Pet. 4:11)! 
 

The Message Of Salvation 
 The message of salvation that 
they proclaimed ought to be ours! 
When we read Acts 3, notice that 
when the crowd gathered, Peter 
takes that opportunity to preach 
about the salvation in Christ (v. 12
-26). As a result, 5000 men were 
saved from sins (Acts 4:4). These 
men had heard, believed and 
obeyed the same message that was 
preached on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:22-41) and were saved in 
the same way. The message which 
brought salvation was the same 
message taught through the entire 
world (Col. 1:5-6, 23); it is the 
message of the cross (I Cor. 1:18-
24, 30-31)!! 
 

 Friends, this same message of 
salvation needs to be ours and 
needs to be spread to the world as 
it was in the first century. Let us 
not be ashamed of this message 
(Rom. 1:16). Let us be active in 
telling others about it. Let us love 
the souls of men enough to spread 
the truth, beginning at home (Eph. 
6:4) and then continue in the work 
by teaching others as far as our 
influence can reach. Let us love 
the souls of men so much that we 
are compelled to speak (i.e., Acts 

Watch: 

Listen: 

Seeing Christ In Us 
 Acts 4:13 says that after hear-
ing Peter and John speak, the 
Sanhedrin, “took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus.” 

I wonder what folks see when 
they look at me? What/Who do 
folks see when they look at you?  
The apostle Paul wrote to the Ga-
latians and told them that it is 
Christ who lives in him (Gal. 
2:20). This should be the goal of 
every Christian! When people 
look at us, do they see Christ or, 
do they see Satan (Jn. 8:44)? 
When people look at us, do they 
see our friends rather than Christ 
(I Cor. 15:33)? 
 

We Need To Respect The 

Name Of Christ 
 Often in the Bible, the word 
“name” means “authority,” and 
this is what it means in Acts 3 
and 4. Eight times in these two 
chapters, we find “name” empha-
sized. Specifically, we see the 
name (authority) of Christ em-
phasized. This occurred when 
Peter and John healed the lame 
man (Acts 3:6). Christ’s name 
was also emphasized in their 
preaching (Acts 3:16). Further, 
when they were questioned, it 
was asked by what “name” or by 
what authority they were doing 
these things (Acts 4:7). The re-
sponse: “by the name of Jesus Christ 

of Nazareth” (Acts 4:10, 12). 

 
 Let us understand that it is 
Christ’s authority that drives all 
that we do as well!  Colossians 
3:17 teaches us that whatever we 
do or say, we must do all by 
Christ’s name/authority. Why is 

this? It is because Christ has all 
the authority in Heaven and earth 
(Matt. 28:18). This leaves none 
for anyone else! Therefore, let us 
respect the name or authority of 
Christ the way the apostles did. 
Let us say and do all things ac-

17:16). Is our soul stirred within us to 
teach and preach to others when we get 
the chance? If not, why not? 
 

“Whereby We Must Be 

Saved” (Acts 4:13) 
 Take note of the fact that salvation 
comes by the authority of Christ, and in 
no other way! We “must be saved” 

through Christ’s authority, or we will 
not be saved at all. How are men saved? 
It is through faith in Christ, repentance 
of sins, confession of Christ, and being 
baptized (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 
10:10; Acts 22:16). When we follow the 
Lord’s plan for salvation, we will be 
saved through His name (authority)! 
 

Conclusion 
 What are we doing to respect and 
adhere to the name (authority) of 
Christ? Let us “do all in the name of the 
Lord!” 

A Thought Worth Thinking …. 
 

 Solomon said, “For lack of wood the 

fire goes out, and where there is no whis-

perer, quarreling ceases.” 

(Prov. 26:20) 
Thought: Are YOU “wood”? 


