
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

our times in New 
Testament Scripture 
we read about the 
written statement that 
Pilate wrote and 
placed above Christ 

when He hung on the cross. 
(Matt. 27:37; Mk. 15:26; Lk. 
23:38; Jn. 19:19). The statement 
over Him declared that it was 
“The King of the Jews” being cruci-

fied that day. While the chief 
priests protested this statement, 
demanding that Pilate instead 
write, “This man said, I am the 

King of the Jews”, Pilate stood firm 

saying, “What I have written, I have 

written” (Jn. 19:21-22). 

 
 In studying this event, we see 
that the inscription was com-
manded to be written in three 
languages, Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin. This is significant, for re-
gardless of who might have been 
present that day in Jerusalem, 
those who looked upon Christ on 
the cross could have easily read 
the writing. Why was it signifi-
cant that this statement was writ-
ten in those three languages? 
Please consider the following: 
 
 The Hebrew language was 

the language of revelation. 
God’s word had come to the 
world through the Hebrew 
people up to this time in his-
tory (Genesis-Malachi). 

 
 The Greek language was the 

language of the philosophers 
and “great thinkers” of the 
day such as Plato, Aristotle, 
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and others. 
 
 The Latin language was the 

language of government and 
imperial power. This is the lan-
guage that Caesar and Pilate, 
as well as others spoke within 
the Roman government. 

 
 Therefore, this writing Pilate 
had posted above Christ on the 
cross was a world-wide announce-
ment! When we with our mind’s 
eye look to the cross, we see a Suf-
fering Savior who was pronounced 
as “King of the Jews” by the Ro-
man governor Pilate, to the popula-
tion of the entire world! 
 
 In truth, we see that Pilate’s 
writing had a greater meaning than 
perhaps even he realized. What do 
we mean by this? Consider once 
more the statement written in the 
languages of revelation, philoso-

phy, and power. Certainly, our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the embodi-
ment of these things! 
 
 For example, we see that Christ 
being the embodiment of the Word 
(Jn. 1:1) shows us that He is God’s 
revelation. In “times past” God 
spoke to men in various ways, but 
now speaks to us today through 
His Son (Heb. 1:1-2; Matt. 17:5). 
 
 In addition to this, Christ is also 
able to discern the uttermost 
thoughts of men’s hearts (Jn. 2:24-
25, 6:64). This makes Him greater 
than any philosopher on earth. 
Therefore, His doctrine is the great-
est philosophy ever revealed! 

 
 Third, Jesus Christ is revealed as the 
lawgiver (Jas. 4:12; Gal. 6:2). He re-
vealed “the perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 

1:25) which will lead us to Heaven. No 
one before or since has been able to ac-
complish or give as much as Christ. 
 
 Pilate may not have realized how 
true and far-reaching his writing was 
when he wrote it. Yet, the statement is 
just that! Today, we who are Christians 
had our sins forgiven when we accepted 
Christ’s terms of salvation (Mk. 16:16; 
Acts 2:38; etc.). At the same time, we 
who are His children are the recipients 
of God’s blessings (Eph. 1:3) when we 
listen to the revelation, apply His true 
philosophies, and obey His law (Eph. 
3:4; Rev. 1:5, 22:14)! If we want to 
have salvation from sin and look for-
ward to an eternal life in Heaven, then 
let us stop rejecting the Lord. Let us 
follow what the Lord says uncondition-
ally, knowing that He is the One who 
possesses all authority “in heaven and in 

earth” (Matt. 28:18; Col. 3:17). He is 

our king (Rev. 17:14, 19:16; I Tim. 

6:15), and wants us in Heaven with 
Him. 

“The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth 

much” (James 5:16). 
 
 Are you praying daily for our work 
here at Caneyville? Are you constantly 
asking for God’s blessings on our el-
ders, deacons, preachers, Bible class 
teachers, our elderly, the widows, the 
spiritually weak, and every brother 
and sister in Christ? We have a great 
and powerful tool in prayer.  Use it! 
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word “minister” (I Tim. 4:6). A 
minister is defined as a 
“servant” (Strong’s). In I Timothy 
4:6, we learn that a minister is a 
servant of Jesus Christ. Notice 
what His work is. Romans 15:16 
shows us a minister is to spread 
the Lord’s word to all people. 
Now go back to our passage in I 
Timothy 4:6. Notice something 
else about a minister. Paul tells 
Timothy that he will be a good 
minister if he reminds the brethren 
of the doctrine found in the Scrip-
tures. 
 

Evangelist 
 The last word we find in refer-
ence to a preacher is the word 
“evangelist” (Eph. 4:11-12). An 
evangelist is a “messenger of the 
gospel” (Strong’s). Notice what 
Paul said in Ephesians 4:11-12. He 
said that Christ gave evangelists to 

bear His good message, the gospel. 
(The word “gospel” means “good 
news.”) An evangelist’s job is to 
proclaim the good news. Also no-
tice what Paul tells the young 
preacher Timothy. In II Timothy 
4:1-5, Paul tells Timothy that a 
preacher is to, “Preach the word, be 
ready in season and out of season, re-
prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuf-

fering and doctrine.” Now notice 

what Paul says in verse 5. He says, 
“Do the work of an evangelist.” 

 

Conclusion 
 Friend, look again at the words that 
are used in reference to a preacher and 
look at what the verses say in reference 
to the work of a preacher. Notice there is 
no talk of preachers being counselors in 
the church. There is no mention of 
preachers taking care of the physical 
needs of the church. There is no mention 
of preachers tending to the work and up-
keep of a building where the church 
meets.  
 
 The work of a preacher is short and 
simple in its description, but large and 
vital in its scope. Is the preacher where 
you are attending doing the work of a 
preacher as God has instructed? Or is he 
busy doing the things that men say a 
preacher should do? As we do in all oth-
er subjects, let us turn to the Scriptures 
and learn the will of God.  

It is not our job to make the 
message acceptable, but to 
make it available …. not to 
make them like it, but to be 
sure that they get it. 

- Anon. 
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The Preacher 

And His Work 
Aric Russell 

 
n our society today there 
are many different views 
of what the work of a 
preacher is. There are 
some who think that a 

preacher is to be the leader in the 
church. Some believe the preach-
er is to shepherd or rule over the 
church. Others believe the 
preacher is to be a counselor. 
Sometimes, folks believe a 
preacher is to watch over and 
tend to the building that the 
church meets in. The list can go 
on and on. The point, however, is 
that men today are taking away 
from the work God has instructed 
preachers to do. If a preacher’s 
responsibility is not found in the 
areas we have mentioned, then 
what does the work of a preacher 
involve? Let us turn to the Scrip-
tures and answer this question.  
 
 As we look at the work of a 
preacher, let us notice what 
words are used in reference to a 
preacher. The words that are used 
in reference to a preacher will tell 
us exactly what the preacher’s 
work is.  
 

Preacher 
 The first word we find to de-
scribe a preacher is the word 
“preacher” (I Tim. 2:7). The 
word “preacher” means, “a her-
ald,  a  publ ic  procla im-
er” (Strong’s). The Lord author-
ized and sent out His preachers 
or “heralds” into all the world 
(Rom. 10:14-18). Their work is to 
proclaim His message and only 
His message (II Tim. 4:1-5). 
 

Minister 
 The second word we find in 
reference to a preacher is the 


