
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

y observing society, 
we can see that a 
familiarity with and 
a knowledge of the 
word of God is lack-
ing in this world. 

Seeing that this is the case, man 
has a need for obtaining the wis-
dom of God found in His word. 
How can this be done? Is this 
even possible? I believe we can 
have access to the wisdom of 
God, but society at large has re-
fused it. Why do I say this? 
Please read the verses listed be-
low carefully and note what 
God’s word can do, as well as its 
connection to wisdom and under-
standing. 
 
 “Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against 

thee” (Psalm 119:11). 

 
 “I will delight myself in thy stat-
utes: I  wil l not forget thy 

word” (Psalm 119:16). 

 
 “Give me understanding, and I 
shall keep thy law; yea, I shall ob-

serve it with my whole heart” (Psalm 

119:34). 
 
 “Let my heart be sound in thy 
s t a t u t e s ;  t h a t  I  b e  n o t 

ashamed” (Psalm 119:80). 

 
 “O how love I thy law! it is my 
meditation all the day. Thou through 
thy commandments hast made me 
wiser than mine enemies: for they are 
ever with me. I have more under-
standing than all my teachers: for thy 
testimonies are my meditation. I un-
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derstand more than the ancients, be-

cause I keep thy precepts.” (Psalm 

119:97-100). 
 
 “The entrance of thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto the 

simple” (Psalm 119:130). 

 
 Based upon the passages above, 
we know God’s wisdom is accessi-
ble to man through the written 
word. What are some applications 
we can make in our lives to the 
wisdom found in God’s word? 
 

Remember It. 
 David realized that the wisdom 
that God reveals needs to be re-
membered at all times (Ps. 119:11, 
16). In fact, the first psalm shows 
that the righteous will gladly medi-
tate on God’s law at all times (Ps. 
1:2). Remembering God’s wisdom 
is not simply a mental exercise 
without application. In reality, it is 
remembering that can keep us from 
sin. Jesus showed us this when He 
was tempted by Satan and used 
Scripture to defeat him (Matt. 4:1-
11; I Pet. 2:21-22). 
 

It Will Not Put Us To Shame. 
 David understood that when his 
heart was “sound” in God’s stat-

utes, he would not be put to 
shame! (Ps. 119:80). Do we under-
stand this? Sadly, we find people 
today who are put to shame in life 
because they try to “muddle 
through” life without the wisdom 
found in God’s word! In fact, when 
our hearts are “sound” (healthy, 
sincere, undefiled) with God’s wis-

“Too many Christians worship 
their work, work at their play, and 

play at their worship.” 

dom, there is no occasion for shame! 
We see a New Testament counterpart 
to Psalm 119:80 when we read II Timo-
thy 2:15 and learn about the workman 
who “needeth not to be ashamed” when he 

handles the word of truth accurately! 
There are a lot of things that can put 
men to shame, but knowing God’s 
word will not do it! 
 

Obey It. 
 Please notice that it is not enough 
simply to “know” God’s word, but it is 
necessary to APPLY what we learn (Ps. 
119:34; Rom. 10:16; Heb. 5:9; Rev. 
22:14; etc.). We need to “keep” and 
“observe” what we learn! Jesus taught 
this truth when He discussed the wise 
man that not only heard the word, but 
obeyed it as well (Matt. 7:21-27). What 

a tragedy it is to see people who know 
what to do to please God, but refuse to 
do it! (Is this you, dear one?) Let us de-
termine to meditate, study, and obey 
what we learn in the wisdom found in 
God’s word. 
 

It Makes Us Wiser Than The 
World. 

 Regardless of the wisdom the world 
may proclaim, the wisdom found in 
God’s word makes us wiser than the 
world (Ps. 119:97-100). This should not 
be surprising, seeing that God’s ways 
and thoughts are higher than man’s 
(Isa. 55:8-9). God looks on the world’s 
wisdom as foolishness that passes away 
(I Cor. 1:18-21; II Jn. 2:17). Let us take 
heed to God’s word and thank Him for 
the access to the wisdom that will lead 
us from earth to Heaven! 
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the people of Nineveh “believed in 
God, and proclaimed a fast, and put 
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 

even to the least of them” (Jon. 3:5). 

They as well had a change of heart 
and repented. 
 
 Finally, we learn from Jonah 
that God loves everyone. Another 
important lesson taught in the 
book of Jonah is God’s love for 
the Gentiles. In contrast to God, 
Jonah did not want to see the 

Gentile enemy of Israel delivered 
from God’s judgment. He desired 
to see the city of Nineveh de-
stroyed. Therefore, he ran from his 
duty to call them to repentance. 
However, God loved the Ninevites 
and was just as concerned for 
them as he was for the Israelites. 
He saw that there were 120,000 
innocent infants and young chil-
dren who would die should judg-
ment fall on the city of Nineveh. 
He loved them and cared for 
them.  
 
 The book of Jonah indeed of-
fers a lot of lessons for us to learn 
as Christians. It will serve us well 
to spend some time reading and 
studying the book of Jonah to bet-
ter understand the lessons we can 
learn from this book. 

What We Know Is Right 
Benjamin Franklin (1812-1878) 

 

e know it is right to “Let 

the word of Christ dwell 
in us richly; and with all 

wisdom teach  and 

admonish each other by 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs; 

singing with gratitude in our hearts to 

the Lord” — to be “filled with the 
Spirit; speaking to one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs; 

singing and making melody in our 

hearts to the Lord.” This can be done, 

and we know it is right; but that a man 

can make melody in his heart to the 

Lord “with an organ,” a fiddle, 
banjo, clarinet, lute, fife, or jew’s-

harp, we do not know, nor do we 
believe it. We want to do what is 

written, and enjoin it on others, to do 
it. What is not written we do not 
want to do. When the Lord so 

minutely describes how we are to do 

anything, we want to do it in that 

way. The way he prescribes will do 

the thing commanded; some other 

way  might not do what is 

commanded at all. 
(From: Book of Gems, p. 107) 
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Lessons From 

Jonah 
Aric Russell 

 
he story of Jonah is 
one that is very famil-
iar to us. We have 
heard from a young 
age about this man 

who was swallowed by a big fish. 
However, this story has a lot 
more to offer than just that. Let 
us consider a few lessons we can 
learn from Jonah. 
 
 First of all, notice that man 
cannot escape God’s presence. 
Jonah tried to escape his respon-
sibility before God by running 
from his presence (Jon. 1:3). He 
left his hometown, but he could 
not leave God’s presence. God’s 
all-seeing eye followed Jonah as 
he boarded the ship and fled to 
Tarshish. Like Jonah, many men 
today are trying to escape their 
responsibilities to God. They will 
be no more successful than was 
the prophet. God will still hold 
men accountable to him, regard-
less of how far they may run from 
his presence. 
 
 Another lesson we learn from 
the story of Jonah is the meaning 
of repentance. The book of Jonah 
shows us the meaning of repent-
ance. The Lord told Jonah, 
“Arise, go to Nineveh” (Jon. 1:2). 

In his rebellion against God, Jo-
nah fled to Tarshish. When Jo-
nah repented, the Lord again 
commanded, “Arise, go to Nine-

veh” (Jon. 3:2). This time Jonah 

went to Nineveh. He had a 
change of heart, and thus 
changed his actions. We also see 
the meaning of repentance in 
those who lived in Nineveh. 
When Jonah preached in the city 
of Nineveh saying, “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be over-

thrown” (Jon. 3:4), we find that 


