
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

salm 119:20, 40, 
and 131 state very 
interesting thoughts 
that I think are 
worth studying. In 
verse 20 we read, 

“My soul is breaketh (is consumed) 
for the longing that it hath unto thy 

judgments at all times.” Verse 40 

says, “Behold, I have longed after 
thy precepts: quicken me in thy right-

eousness.” Verse 131 states, “I 
opened my mouth, and panted; for I 
longed for thy commandments.” 

 
 Go back and read these verses 
again, for they reveal much. No-
tice that David did not merely 
say he longed for God’s word. He 
longed for it “at all times” (v. 20). 

This thought is similar to Psalm 
1:2 which tells us that the wise 
man meditates upon God’s word 
“day and night”! Verse 40 says he 

recognizes that it is God’s word 
that has life-giving power. On 
seven other occasions in Psalm 
119 alone, David repeats his 
praise for the life-giving power of 
God’s word. In verse 131, we see 
how David “pants” like a thirsty 
person, and wishes to be re-
freshed with God’s word. This  
thought is similar to the state-
ments made in Psalms 42:1 and 
63:1. It is also a characteristic 
that Christ calls “blessed” in the 
people of His kingdom (Matt. 
5:6). 
 
 As I read those statements, I 
thought about myself. Can I say 
that I truly long for God’s word? 

Can I say that my soul is 
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“consumed” for longing for His 

word, and that I want to hear it “at 

all times”? In a world that is saturat-

ed with entertainment, hobbies, 
sinful acts, employment, cares, 
worries, troubles, conspiracies, and 
the like; in a world that is constant-
ly trying to pull my attention away 
from spiritual truth, can I speak as 
David and say I long for God’s 
word? What joy, what nourish-
ment am I gaining from God’s 
word? Am I like David? 
 
 Friends, do we see what a high 
priority David placed upon God’s 
word? What priority do we give 
God’s word? Within the Bible, we 
find the instructions for salvation 
from sin (i.e., new life). We also 
find sustaining power within the 
Scripture, for the Bible is our soul’s 
sustenance (I Pet. 2:2; Heb. 5:14). 
How can we not long for it? When 
our priorities are straight, we will 
speak as David. 
 
 From a physical standpoint, we 
recognize our dependence upon 
food. We know that eating a prop-
er diet has life-sustaining power for 
our bodies. But, are we ready to 
admit that the Bible has life-giving 
and sustaining power for our souls, 
and then act on this truth? David, 
the king of Israel, recognized it and 
acted on this truth! Though a 
mighty king, a great warrior, and 
though he had power over a na-
tion, he readily confessed his de-
pendence upon the word of God. 
What about us? Do we do as the 
Old Testament heroes, and confess 

that we are “strangers and pilgrims on the 

earth” (Heb. 11:13)? When we remem-

ber who we are and our purpose for 
being upon this earth, then the longing, 
the hunger, for spiritual truth gets great-
er and greater. 
 
 Jesus stated this as well when He 
said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). How much 

more ought we confess we are “strangers 

and pilgrims” when we understand that 

we are in need of that life-sustaining 
power today? Peter compared Chris-
tians to the “newborn babes” who “desire 

the sincere milk of the word” (I Pet. 2:2). 

Babies desire, or long for milk that they 
may be nourished and grow. Babies are 
not satisfied with eating once a day or 
two times a week, etc. They desire food 
multiple times a day, every day! Adults 
like this too!! Now, on a spiritual level, 
David was expressing the same senti-
ment as the words of Christ in Matthew 
5:6. Friend, do we desire, or long for 
God’s word and wish to be nourished 
daily and even multiple times a day? If 
not, why not? 
 
 When we appreciate God’s word the 
way David did, we will not want to 
hear the experiences, philosophies, and 
creeds of men. We will only want to 
hear the pure, unadulterated, complete, 
and simple word of God (Acts 10:33).  
We will readily say as Paul did, “Preach 

the word” (II Tim. 4:2)!! When we hum-

ble ourselves as David, we will under-
stand the words of Job who said, “I 
have treasured the words of his mouth more 

than my portion of food” (Job 23:12). Je-

sus said, “My meat is to do the will of him 

that sent me” (Jn. 4:34). Let us read the 

Bible again “for the first time” and 
glean the blessings! 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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(Matt. 26:30; Mk. 14:26; Acts 
16:25; Rom. 15:9; I Cor. 14:15; 
Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12; 
Heb. 13:15; Jas. 5:13). As we read 
and study these verses we notice 
that there is no room for instru-
mental music in our worship ser-
vices. 
 
 Why do we sing? Put simply, it 
is because God said “sing.” This is 
serious because, “Whoever trans-
gresses and does not abide in the doc-

trine of Christ does not have God. He 
who abides in the doctrine of Christ 

has both the Father and the Son” (II 

Jn. 9).  
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 By faith Noah built the ark. Faith on-
ly — that is, faith without works — is 
dead. Such faith never would have built 
the ark; neither does it ever accomplish 
anything nor bring any blessings. Faith 
prompted and guided Noah in building 
the ark, and so it is said that he built the 
ark by faith — a faith made perfect by 
works. 
 

(In connection with this, see Genesis 6-8; 
Hebrews 11:7 - JJ) 
 

 God has always tested man’s willing-
ness to do His will. To be a real test, the 
thing commanded must be such that the 
person can see no connection between 
the thing commanded and the result to 
be obtained. Examples: The brazen ser-
pent (Num. 21:4-9); Naaman’s dipping 
in the Jordan (II Kings 5:1-19). Baptism 
is such a test. 
 

 To write the word of Christ upon the 
heart, or, what is essentially the same, to 
let it dwell in us richly, means more than 
to commit it to memory. It is to make it 
the dominant factor in our thinking and 
in our plans and purposes. 
 

(The Kingdom Of Promise And Prophe-
cy, p. 83, 99) 
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“IT IS BETTER 
TO…” 

Larry Ray Hafley, Cookeville, TN 

 

 … hear bad news that is 
true than good news that is 

false. 
 

 … be a slave in the Savior 
than to be a master in Sa-

tan. 
 
 … imprisoned for truth 

than to be free in error. 
 

 … be silent and satisfied 
than to speak and be sorry.  

God Said Sing! 
Aric Russell 

 
hen people visit our 
worship services 
they often express 
curiosity about our 
lack of instrumental 

music. Some may ask if we are 
too poor to afford them. Others 
may ask us if we don’t like instru-
ments. The fact is we are not too 

poor to afford them and we do 
like instruments. Our reasoning 
goes much farther than that. It 
has to do with faith and our desire 
to follow God's instructions. We 
are convinced He said “sing.” 
 
 Think about it this way. When 
a man offers a gift to his wife, the 
considerate thing to do is to offer 
a gift that will please her. She is 
the recipient of the gift. I may 
want a rifle, a new computer or a 
truck. But if I’m going to give 
something to my wife that she 
will appreciate, I will select some-
thing I believe will please her, not 
me. I will take into consideration 
all I know of her, in particular, 
what she has said she likes and 
wants. My gift will be based on 
her will not mine. 
 
 As God’s people, we want to 
offer worship to God that is ac-
ceptable to Him. In offering that 
worship, what is important? Is it 
what I want or what God wants? 
You will agree the most im-
portant thing is what God wants. 
The right course to take is to offer 
that worship to God that I know 
will please Him. How do I know 
what is pleasing to God? Might I 
suggest we turn to the scriptures 
and let God Himself tell us? 
 
 We can read the New Testa-
ment and find exactly what it says 
regarding how we are to worship 
God. The Bible states no less than 
ten times that we are to sing 


