
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

he phrase “with 
Christ” is found 
nine times in the 
Bible. It is im-
portant that we 
study this phrase 

because it shows a special rela-
tionship; a partnership, or a close 
fellowship that we can enjoy with 
our Lord. Let us look at some 
ways we can be “with Christ.” 
 

We Can Be Dead “With 
Christ.” 

 In the book of Romans, the 
apostle Paul compares baptism to 
the death, burial, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. In Romans 6, he 
asked the question, “Do you not 
know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Jesus Christ were bap-

tized into his death?” (Rom. 6:3). 

He also asked, “Now if we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we 

will also live with him” (Rom. 6:8). 

 How are we to be “dead with 
Christ”? Are we to die physically 
as He did? Can we sacrifice our 
lives as Christ did? No! The an-
swer lies in verse six. “We know 
that our old man was crucified with 
him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that 
we would no longer be enslaved to 

sin” (Rom. 6:6). The death that 

occurs is the death of the man of 

sin! As Christ died on the cross, 
so also our man of sin must be 
“crucified” (put to death). On 
another occasion, the apostle 
Paul wrote to the Galatians, “I 
have been crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ who 
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lives in me. And the life I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself 

for me” (Gal. 2:20). Therefore, we 

must crucify the old man to bring 
our lives in harmony with Christ! 
 

We Can Be Risen “With 
Christ.” 

 Just as Christ arose the third 
day, so also one who has died with 
Christ rises to walk “in newness of 

life” when he comes up out of the 

waters of baptism (Rom. 6:4). 
When the apostle Paul wrote to the 
Christians at Colosse, he said, “If 
then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God” (Col. 3:1). Being risen with 

Christ demands we have a new and 
different attitude about serving 
God, and life in general. This is 
proven in the next verse: “Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on the earth” (Col. 

3:2). Please read Colossians 3:5-17 
and notice the complete change 
that one goes through as a result of 
obeying God’s plan of salvation. 
Being risen with Christ means a 
complete change! No longer are we 
obsessed with worldly things. Sad-
ly, too many Christians forget this. 
They are more worried about their 
earthly existence than their future 

home in Heaven. They are more 
worried about “things on earth” 
rather than the “things which are 
above” When this happens, be-
ware! One in this situation is not 
“with Christ” as he ought to be. 
 

We Can Be Joint-Heirs “With 
Christ.” 

 Paul wrote, “The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may be 

glorified with him” (Rom. 8:16-17). 

Please remember this letter was not ad-
dressed to everyone (Rom. 1:7). Make 
note of the words which show a con-
nection between us, God, and Christ. 
The Scripture says a Christian is: 1. A 
child of God. 2. An heir of God. 3. A 
joint-heir with Christ. 4. Suffering with 
Christ. 5. Glorified with Christ. These 

words should cut us to the heart! God 
and Christ loved us enough to create 
us, sustain us, and then allow us to be 
in Heaven for eternity. By obedience to 
God’s word, we can be a joint-heir with 
the Son of God! We can be glorified 
with the Son of God! What can com-
pare to that? Yet, to experience this, we 
must first suffer with Him. Peter wrote, 
“Yet if any man suffers as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God 

on that name” (I Pet. 4:16). Notice also 

the truth taught in II Timothy 3:12: 
“Indeed, all who desire to a live godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” Paul told 

the Philippians, “For it has been granted 
to us that for the sake of Christ you should 
not only believe in him but also suffer for his 

sake” (Phil. 1:29). 
 

Conclusion 
 Do you want to be a joint-heir with 
Christ and enjoy Heaven? Then be bur-
ied with Him, and rise with Him in the 
newness of life. You must endure hard-
ships for a little while (II Cor. 4:17), but 
the result is eternal life and blessing 
with God. Will you do this for Christ 
after what He has done for you (Rom. 
5:8)? 
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However, we never saw Him with 
our own eyes. Yet, we believe that 
He did the very things mentioned 
in the Bible. You see, we already 
have faith. It is part of what leads 
us to be faithful as Christians to-
day. However, is our faith where it 
should be? We all need to energize 
our faith, and we can do that by 
studying God’s word. Romans 
10:17 says, “So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God.” The Bible is designed to pro-

duce faith. If we are diligent to 
read our Bibles, if we take the time 
to sit down and study God’s word, 
we can “energize” our faith. 
 
 After we energize our faith, we 
then should strengthen our hope. 
W.E. Vine says, that hope is the 
“happy anticipation of good.” 
However, notice hope is not wish-
ful thinking. Hope is not an inse-
cure “I hope so.” Rather, hope is a 
confident expectation. Why is 
hope important? Romans 8:25 
says, “But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience.” 

Thus, we learn that hope is im-
portant and necessary to perse-
vere. Perhaps it is that we have 
started to lose hope. If so, we need 
to go back to the scriptures. Ro-
mans 15:4 tells us, “For whatever 
was written in former days was written 
for our instruction, that through en-
durance and through encouragement 
of the scriptures we might have hope.” 

David Said: The blessed man will not 

associate with evil people, “But his 
delight is in the law of the LORD; 
and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night.”  (Ps. 1:1-2) 

 

Something to Think About… Is the 

Bible your delight, or something that 

is keeping you from doing what you 

like??? 

We see again that if we spend time in 
God’s word, we can learn more about 
the hope that is found in Christ. 
 
 Again, I understand that there are 
more ways to renew our zeal and get 
excited. Nevertheless, I hope that if you 
find yourself in this situation, you will 
work on the two areas that are men-
tioned. Energize your faith and 
strengthen your hope. It is also im-
portant for us to remember that God 
has given us two very important tools to 
help us whenever we are in need. Those 
tools are His word, and prayer. There-
fore, the next time you find yourself 
starting to slump, remember to turn to 
God’s word and remember to go to Him 
in prayer. 

Watch: 
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Back To The 
Basics 
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disturbing trend seen 
all too often in the 
church is the lack of 
interest or excitement 
from fellow Christians. 

There are some who may attend 
every service, but it appears that 
they are only “going through the 

motions.” Their zeal in their sing-
ing, their praying, and their Bible 
study, all seem to be nonexistent. 
The problem is similar to a profes-
sional athlete or even an entire 
team that may be “in a slump.” 
You see, athletes or sports teams 
that are there for every game 
sometimes do not perform to their 
true potential. When slumps like 
these happen in sports, the solu-
tion to get out of them is simple. 
Work on the “fundamentals” or 
simply get “back to the basics.” 
The same is true with us. As 
Christians, when we find our-
selves in a slump or just “going 
through the motions”, we to need 
to go back to the “fundamentals” 
or get “back to the basics.” I un-
derstand that there are many 
ways to do this, but we will focus 
on two good things we can do. 
 
  The first thing we should do to 
get out of a slump is to energize 
our faith. Hebrews 11:1 offers a 
good definition for what faith is. 
It says, “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen.” Faith is believing 

and trusting in something we can-
not see with our own eyes. So 
why is faith important? Let the 

Bible answer. Please read He-
brews 11:6. The text here tells us 
that faith is essential to please 
God. We believe that Jesus 
walked on this earth. We believe 
that Jesus performed many mira-
cles while here on this earth. 


