
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

ne of the most 
stirring statements 
in the Bible is  
found in John’s 
third epistle as he 
wrote of the joy he 

had when he heard of Gaius, and 
his faithfulness to God. John 
knew he was not long for this 
earth. Therefore, it encouraged 
him to know of others who 
would be left behind that stood 
for the truth. He rejoiced in the 
fact that Gaius was walking in 
the truth. Please read III John 1-
4: “The elder to the beloved Gaius, 
whom I love in truth. Beloved, I pray  
that all may go well with you and 
that you be in good health, as it goes 

well with your soul. For I rejoiced 

greatly, when the brothers came and 
testified to your truth, as indeed you 

are walking in the truth. I have no 

greater joy than to hear that my 
children are walking in the truth.” 

   At this time, John simply refers 
to himself as “The elder.” He was 

the only apostle still living. As 
mentioned, he knew he was 
about to leave this earth. With 
this in mind, he writes to Gaius 
and tells him how much he 
appreciates all that he has done. 
This article will not deal with all 
of the third epistle of John, but I 
wish for us to simply consider 
John’s attitude at this time, and 
examine ourselves accordingly. 

What Brings Us Joy? 
   In reading these few verses, we 
note that it brought John “no 

greater joy” than to hear about “his 

children” still walking in truth. 
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“Children” has reference to people 

he had converted to the Lord. Paul 
used similar terms in his letters (I 
Cor. 4:15; Tit. 1:4; I Tim. 1:2). No 
doubt, the fact that Gaius was still 
standing for the truth in a time of 
hardships from without and within 
meant a great deal to the elder 
apostle. In like manner, it means a 
great deal to know of those today 
who, after suffering difficulties, still 
stand for “the faith once delivered to 

the saints” (Jude 3). Brethren, what 

brings us joy? 

Do We Rejoice When We 
Know Of Faithful Brethren? 

   Are we happy to know of 
brethren in different parts of this 
country, or different parts of the 
world that are standing for the 
truth? Or, does our joy come from 
physical pursuits, such as our 
work, or recreational activities? Do 
we “rejoice greatly” when we hear 

about our fellow-heirs and fellow-
laborers still doing what they 
ought? Or, are we the kind that 
only rejoices when we have some 
juicy “tidbit” of gossip to spread? 
   John said he “rejoiced greatly,” 

and that he had “no greater joy” 

than in hearing of the faithful life 
of Gaius, as well as other brethren. 
In saying he had “no greater joy,” he 

was saying that there was nothing 
that produced greater joy for him 
in this life than knowing of his 
“children” walking in truth. 

   I have seen this same attitude in 
older brethren. They ask about the 
Christians in different places, not 
out of spite, nor malice, looking for 
something that is wrong; but in 

genuine concern, wishing to rejoice 
with brethren over the good work that 
is going on for the Lord in various parts 
of this country and the world. What  
about us? Do we have the mindset of 
John and Gaius, or is it of Diotrephes, 
who “loves to have the preeminence” (III 

Jn. 9)? 

Sources Of Joy 
   What are sources of joy for us? Are 
we like John, Paul, and the other 
apostles, who drew strength from 
Christ and the brethren? Are we the 
kind who must always find fault in 
others, or can we see brethren who 
stand for the truth, and say that they 
cause us to “rejoice greatly”? 

   In like manner, can we say as John 
that we “have no greater joy” than to hear 

about brethren walking in truth? Or, are 
there other things that bring us a 
“greater joy”? Perhaps we are guilty of 
placing more emphasis on our boat, 
car, vacations, etc., than the Lord (See: 
Matt. 6:33). Perhaps our “joy” is found 
in placing our family before God (See: 
Matt. 10:34-37). Unfortunately, many 
today are guilty of covetousness. Paul 
calls it “idolatry” (Col. 3:5). Have we 

ever considered how idolatrous this 
country really is? You see, idolatry is 
the religion of sight in opposition to 
that of faith. Therefore, whatever you 
place before God becomes your idol! 
Whatever you place before God 
becomes your “joy.” 
   Now, what is your joy? David said the 

blessed man “delights” in God’s word 

(Ps. 1:2, 119:35, 92). In what do you 
delight? John said he rejoiced greatly in 
Gaius, as well as his “children” because 

of their stand. Are we rejoicing in the 
right things? Do we remember why we 
are here upon this earth (Ecc. 12:13)? 
Do we appreciate what it means to be a 
Christian? 
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has a binding effect. We may be 
deceived into thinking that we can 
live as we please and be free. Yet, 
this is not true, because sin has a 
way of binding our lives. Just 
think of those that are bound with 
physical pain and illness because 
they chose a life of sin. Some of 
the most binding habits known to 
man come from sin and its effects. 
Galatians 6:7-8 tells us that we 
will reap what we sow. Are you 
bound to sin? 

 Sin Grinds Us. Samson lost his 
eyesight, was bound, and he did 
grind in prison. (Judg. 16:21) Sam-
son was stripped of his dignity, 
and was worked as an animal. His 
God-given purpose was distorted 
as he wasted away in prison. Sin 
has robbed millions of their God-
given talents to fulfill their purpose 
in life, and to glorify God as their 
creator. Their lives are spent doing 
things that destroy instead of 
building for the future. These fail 
to lay up treasures in heaven, 
(Matt. 6:19-21), and will face 
death and eternity without God.  
 What effect is sin having in 
your life? Have you fallen and 
faced the effects that sin has on 
your life? Have you overcome 
these effects and turned back to 
God? If not, will you this day ded-
icate your life to Christ? Do not let 
your sins blind you, bind you, or 
grind you! 

 For thinking before acting. 

 

 For hearing before judging. 

 

 For forgiving your enemies. 

 

 For being candid and frank. 

 

 For helping a fallen brother. 

 

 For being honest in business. 

 

 For thinking before speaking. 

 

 For being loyal to the Lord’s 

church. 
 

 For standing by your principles. 

 

 For stopping your ears to gossip. 

 

 For bridling a slanderous tongue. 

 

 For harboring only pure thoughts. 

 

 For sympathizing with the afflicted. 

 

 For being kind and courteous to all. 

Watch: 

Listen: 
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n Judges 16, we read of 
the life of Samson. Sam-
son was one of the Judg-
es of Israel, but he was 
different from the others. 

Samson had strength that no one 
could measure up to. With God’s 
spirit in him, no man or army 
could stop him until God’s spirit 
left. He then became a weak and 
defeated man. Samson made a big 
mistake that caused him to lose 
his strength. His mistake should 
remind us of what sin does in our 
lives. Let us notice three effects 
that sin has on our lives today.  

 Sin Blinds Us. When Samson 
finally told Delilah the truth 
about his strength, she had a man 
shave off the seven locks of his 
head while he was asleep, and his 
strength left him. (Judg. 16:19) 
The Philistines then took him and 
put out his eyes. (Judg. 16:21) 
What a terrible thing this must 
have been.  
 Notice though, sin also has a 
blinding effect on us today. We 
see only the thrill of the moment, 
the satisfying of the flesh, but fail 
to see the destruction that is oc-
curring. Our eyes are put out 
when it comes to seeing the physi-
cal and spiritual consequences. 
Have you noticed that sin, in 
God’s word, is often associated 
with darkness? Jesus said in John 
3:19, “And this is the judgment: the 
light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were 
evil.” 

 Sin Binds Us. Not only did 
they blind Samson, but they also 
bound him with bronze shackles. 
(Judg. 16:21) He had been a free 
man to travel where ever he want-
ed to go, but now his freedom 
was gone. His life was now under 
someone else’s control. Millions 
today do not know it, but sin still 
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