
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

here is a difference 
between believing 
in God and believ-
ing God. Many to-
day claim to believe 
in God, saying that 

they are aware that One greater 
than themselves has made this 
world. However, there are few 
who truly believe God. If people 
believed God, we would not face 
so many of the problems we are 
facing today. Please consider the 
following …. 
 

Adam And Eve 
 Consider Adam and Eve; two 
people who walked and talked 
with God (Gen. 2-3). They were 
fully aware of Him, and aware of 
His will (Gen. 2:15-17). In fact, 
Eve knew God’s will so well, that 
she repeated it to the serpent 
(Gen. 3:2-3). God’s will was easi-
ly understood and easily fol-
lowed. The problem came when 
Satan convinced her to eat of the 
tree forbidden to her and Adam 
(Gen. 3:4-5). In eating of this 
tree, she forsook God’s will and 
followed her own. So did Adam 
(Gen. 3:6). Thus, the beginning 
of sin in the world. 
 
 In sinning, they stopped be-
lieving God. If they had believed 

God, they would not have suc-
cumbed to the temptation put 
before them by Satan; for they 
would have believed God’s warn-
ings (Gen. 2:17). How many of 
us fall into this same trap? We are 
fully aware of God and know 
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what God’s will is, yet we continue 
to sin, and many times commit the 
same sin over and over. Truly, 
there is a difference in knowing 
and believing. We know God’s will 
and the consequences, and yet we 
do not believe. If we believed, we 
would not yield to the temptation 
placed before us by Satan. 
 

David And Bathsheba 
 The record in II Samuel 11 of 
David’s sin with Bathsheba is a 
good example of one not believing 
God. Would we think for a mo-
ment that David was not aware of 
the Ten Commandments? That 
David had never heard, “You shall 

not commit adultery,” or “You shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife” (Ex. 

20:14, 17)? Would anyone believe 
that David never knew that God 
had said, “You shall not mur-

der” (Ex. 20:13)? He was aware of 

what God had said. However, he 
evidently did not believe he would 
face the consequences of his sins. If 
he did, he would never have done 
what he did, subjecting his family, 
the nation, as well as a newborn 
babe to the dire consequences of 
his sins. 
 

Other Examples 
 Consider folks like Billy and 
Franklin Graham for a moment. 
After all their years of preaching, 
can we honestly think they have 
never read Mark 16:16, or Acts 
2:38? Do we honestly think that 
others like them are unaware of 
such passages? Even on a more 
“local” level, do we honestly think 

that local denominational preachers 
have not read those and other passages, 
which blatantly contradict the things 
they teach every Sunday? Then, why is 
it that they do not teach what the Bible 
teaches on baptism? Why is it that these 
folks do not teach the truth about the 
one true church (Eph. 4:4; Col. 1:18; 
Rom. 16:16), and instead say, “Join the 
church of your choice”? The answer is 
simple: They do not believe God. If 
they truly believed God, they would 
stop teaching their opinions in opposi-
tion to the Scripture (Matt. 15:8-9)! 
 
 Unfortunately, these people are not 
the only ones doing it. Some of our 
brethren are teaching false things! Con-
sider those who say that whatever the 
individual can do, the church can do. 
This is contradictory to passages as I 
Timothy 5:16, and Matthew 18:15-17 
that show that the individual and the 
church are not the same and have dif-
ferent functions. Obviously, they do not 
believe what the Lord said, or they 
would not teach such a doctrine! 
 

 Some teach false doctrine on the 
subject of marriage, divorce, and remar-
riage. There are those teaching that the 
put-away fornicator may remarry. Oth-
ers broaden the scope, and teach that 
anyone divorced for any reason may 
remarry if they so choose. What about 
Matthew 5:32 and 19:9? Are these pas-
sages not in their Bibles? Certainly they 
are. They have just refused to believe 
them! 
 
 Other false teachings have crept into 
the church. Many of these false teach-
ings are the same things that have been 
practiced among those who are not 
members of the Lord’s body for years. 
All the while, these same people pro-
claim loud and long their faith in the 
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notice from this passage that being 
humble is necessary for two 
things. The first is to walk worthy 
of the Christian’s calling (vs. 1) 
and the second is to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
(vs. 3). Let us look at a couple of 
people who showed humility.  
 
 First, look at the life of Paul. In 
Acts 20:17-24 we learn that Paul 
served the Lord with all humility. 
Paul knew that he would face 
chains and tribulations when he 
went to Jerusalem, but he did not 
let that stop him. Paul was humble 
enough to keep going to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We can 
also turn to II Corinthians 11:23-
28 and see the great difficulties 
Paul endured because of his desire 
to serve God. Paul indeed faced 
many hardships, but we learn in I 
Corinthians 15:9-10 that if it was 
not for his humility, he would not 
have endured. But his zeal, togeth-
er with his humility led him to la-
bor more abundantly than all. 

 
 Let us notice someone else who 
was humble, Jesus Christ. If we 
turn and notice John 13:1-17, we 
find that Christ’s humility was 
demonstrated when He washed 
His disciples’ feet. Jesus is the 
King of Kings, the Lord of Lords 
and yet He humbled Himself to 
wash the feet of His disciples. No-
tice also Philippians 2:5-8. There, 

we find that Jesus was humble enough 
to take the form of man, and become 
obedient even to the point of death on 
the cross so that we may have a hope of 
Heaven when our life is over. The 
thought in this passage teaches us that 
humility results in obedience. Before 
anyone can obey the Lord, they must 
have enough humility to take on the 
form of a servant. 

 
 Where are you when it comes to be-
ing humble? Are you striving to serve 
others or are you too busy serving your-
self? We are told in I Peter 5:5 to be, 
“submissive to one another, and be clothed 
with humility, for God resists the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.” Let us all work 

to be clothed with humility.   
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“The effective prayer of a 
righteous man can accomplish 

much” (James 5:16). 
 
 Are you praying daily for our work 
here at Caneyville? Are you constantly 
asking for God’s blessings on our el-
ders, deacons, preacher, Bible class 
teachers, our elderly, the widows, the 
spiritually weak, and every brother 
and sister in Christ? We have a great 
and powerful tool in prayer.  Use it! 
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atthew 18:4 says, 
“Therefore whoever hum-
bles himself as this little 
child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of Heaven.” 

Humility is having a humble 
opinion of oneself or having a 
lowliness of mind. (W.E. Vine, p. 
239) One of the most difficult atti-
tudes for any person to have is 
humility. If we turn and look at 
Ephesians 4:1-3, we find that hu-
mility or lowliness of mind is one 
of several qualities stated in the 
text that are essential to the spir-
itual well-being of a Christian. It 
says in Ephesians 4, “I, there, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called, with all lowliness 
and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, en-
deavoring to keep the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace.” We also 

Lord. Saying we have faith in 
God is one thing, but showing it 
is something else entirely (Jas. 
2:17-18). 
 

Conclusion 
 Paul said, “But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 
Lord, who has believed what he has 

heard from us?” (Rom. 10:16). In 

this passage, we find faith and 
obedience forever joined togeth-
er. One cannot truly obey until 
he not only believes in God’s ex-
istence, but also believes “what he 

has heard from us” (i.e., the gospel, 

God’s word). I am sure that eve-
ryone reading this article believes 
in God. The question is: Do we 
believe God? Remember James 
2:17-18. Unfortunately, this is a 
problem we will face until the 
end of time. The question is, how 
will we handle it? Do we believe 
God? 


