
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

am sure that our readers 
have heard people say 
words to the effect, “If 
you are not a Christian, 
all you need to do is call 
upon the name of the 

Lord, and you can be saved.” 
Some will tell you to pray to God 
and say, “Lord be merciful to me 
a sinner,” or similar things. This 
teaching is a misapplication of 
what is written in Romans 10:13. 
There, the apostle Paul wrote, 
“For everyone who calls upon the 

name of the Lord will be saved.” Yet, 

what does it mean to call upon 
the name of the Lord? Let us read 
the context of Romans 10 and 
find out. 
 
 “ For ‘everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.’ How 
then will they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they 
to hear without someone preaching? 
And how are they to preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written, ‘How 
beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the good news!’  But they have 
not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah 
says, ‘Lord, who has believed what he 
has heard from us?’ So faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through 

the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:13-

17).  
 
 Please notice that after the 
apostle Paul says we must call 
upon the name of the Lord to be 
saved, he asks a series of ques-
tions that point out what it means 
to call upon the name of the 
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Lord. According to Romans 10, in 
order to call upon the name of the 
Lord, we must: 
 
 1) Hear the gospel (v. 14). 
 2) Believe the gospel (v. 14). 
 3) Obey the gospel (v. 16). 
 
 Therefore, calling upon the 
name of the Lord is a comprehen-
sive thing, not simply saying the 
name, “Lord.” In Acts 2:21 we 
read the same thing stated by the 
apostle Peter. Here, Peter quotes 
Joel 2:28-32. Peter shows that the 
people present on this day of Pen-
tecost following the Lord’s death, 
burial, and resurrection, were wit-
nessing a fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy (v. 16). After stating this, 
he said, “And it shall come to pass 
that everyone who calls upon the name 

of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 

2:21). 
 
 What did he mean? Were those 
Jews who had assembled on the 
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:5) com-
manded to simply say, “Lord”? 
No! In fact, as we read the rest of 
the chapter, we will see that they 
were told to do something quite 
similar to what was said in Ro-
mans 10:13-17. Peter began by tell-
ing those people to “hear these 

words” (Acts 2:22). Peter then 

proved that Jesus truly is the Son 
of God (v. 23-35), and said, 
“Therefore let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God has made 
that same Jesus, whom you crucified, 

both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 

Foks, please note that to “know as-

suredly” is to believe. So far, these folks 

have been told to “hear” and “believe” 
the good news (gospel) concerning 
Christ. As we continue to read, we see 
that when the people asked what they 
needed to do to be forgiven of murder-
ing the Son of God, Peter answered by 
saying, “Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins .... Then they that gladly 

received his word were baptized...” (Acts 

2:38-41). 
 
 Peter’s teaching on what it means to 
call upon the name of the Lord was no 
different than what Paul had written. In 
truth, they taught the same thing. In 
Acts 2, we see that in order to “call up-
on the name of the Lord”, those people 
had to: 
 
 1) Hear the the gospel (v. 22). 
 2. Believe the gospel (v. 36). 
 3. Obey the gospel (v. 38). 
 
 Therefore, anytime one calls upon 
the name of the Lord, he is not saying 
“Lord save me,” praying a prayer or the 

like. One calling upon the name of the 
Lord is simply obeying God’s plan of 
salvation to hear God’s word, believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God, repent and 
be baptized! Is this not simple? Of 
course, it is! In fact, the apostle Paul did 
this very thing (Acts 22:16). His arising 
to be baptized and wash away his sins 
resulted in his “calling on the name of 
the Lord”! 
 
 Let us be busy encouraging people 
to call upon the name of the Lord as the 
Bible directs us to do so that all with 
whom we come in contact might be 
saved before it is too late (II Pet. 3:9; II 
Cor. 6:2)! 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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Anything Strange About 

The Following Scene? 
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icture a lovely young girl and 
a young man. Both are good-
looking people, healthy and 
clean-cut. Both are naked, 
seeing that he has nothing to 
cover himself except a small 

pair of shorts. She has nothing to cover 
herself except a string bikini (Gen. 3:7, 
10). These two go to the local swim-
ming pool with their peers who are sim-
ilarly undressed. While talking with 
their friends, these two pause to open a 
bag they brought and take out their Bi-
bles to read. Their friends look at them 
in confusion and walk away as the two 
suggest that they all take turns reading 
the Bible together. The two shrug their 
shoulders as the boy says, “I guess not 
everyone is interested in being Chris-

tians like we are.” 
 

 Friends, what would you think of 
two people inadequately clothed sitting 
among others similarly undressed? 
Would you call such folks Christians? 
Would the presence of a Bible make 
them look like Christians, or like hypo-
crites? You know the answer to this. As 
the temperatures warm up, let us not 
forget who we are when among peers or 
by ourselves (Matt. 5:16; I Pet. 3:3-5). 

 

 Individual Vs. Congregational 

Duties: Yes, Scripture says, 
“Honor thy father and thy mother,” 

but that does not authorize the 
church to add to its prescribed 
worship. If so, does the fact that 
the Bible says, “Honor the king,” 

authorize us to bring in the gover-
nor or the president and have a 
special service for him (I Pet. 
2:17)? We are to honor and esteem 
our elders, but that does not per-

mit the church to add an “Elders’ 
Day” celebration to our worship (I 
Thess. 5:12, 13)! Husbands are to 
“give honor” unto their wives (1 

Pet. 4:7). Shall we add “Wive’s 
Day” to the “church calendar”? If 
“honor thy mother” authorizes a 

special mother's day service, why 
does not the command to honor 
the king, honor the elders, and 
honor our wives also allow those 
to be added to the worship of the 
church? (Will those who disagree 
please answer that question?) 
 
 Therefore, let us “honor the 

king,” “esteem highly” our elders, 

and “honor” our parents and 

wives, but let us do this privately 
and personally as family members 
in the home and as citizens in the 
nation and not as a part of the 
worship of the local church (I 
Tim. 5:4, 16). 

If You’re 

Wondering.... 
Larry Ray Hafley, Cookeville, TN 

 
f you’re wondering why 
we are not having a spe-
cial “Mother’s Day” 
service, please let us ex-
plain. 

 
 First, it is not because we do 
not love our mothers! We do--
very much! Second, it is not be-
cause we want to appear as super-
p i o u s ,  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e 
“hardliners.” Third, it is not be-
cause we are old-fashioned, 
locked and chained to past tradi-
tions, and unwilling to keep up 
with scripturally expedient, mod-
ern methods of service. If not, 
why then? 
 

 Headship: Does your head 

control the actions of your body? 
Yes, it does. Just so, Christ, “the 

head of the church,” directs the ac-

tivities of his spiritual body (Eph. 
1:22, 23; 5:23, 24). He who is “the 

head of the body, the church” tells us 

to “observe all things whatsoever I 

have commanded you” (Matt. 28:20; 

Col. 3:17). Our head has not led 
us to observe human traditions 
(not even “good” ones) such as 
Mother’s Day. Since the head has 
not authorized it, the body cannot 
do it, for “the church is subject unto 

Christ” (Eph. 5:24). 

 

 Human Vs. Divine Tradi-

tions: We must “hold” to divine 
traditions, to those items that are 
set forth in the teachings of the 
apostles (Acts 2:42; II Thess. 
2:15). However, if we adopt hu-
man traditions (such as July 4, 
Independence Day, Mother’s 
Day, Flag Day, Father’s Day) and 
bring them into the church, our 
worship will be “in vain,” both 

null and void (Matt. 15:9). 

Watch: 

Listen: 


