
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

he title above 
comes from the first 
phrase in I Corin-
thians 6:11. In con-
text, I Corinthians 
6:9-11 stands as a 

warning against Christians en-
gaging in various sins, and the 
reminder that many folks who 
have become Christians came 
from very sinful backgrounds, 
and have been forgiven much. 
This section also shines brightly 
because it stands as a reminder to 
the Corinthians (and to us) that it 
is Christ who has made for-
giveness of sins possible. Let us 
read I Corinthians 6:9-11 and 
make some applications. 
 
 “Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the king-
dom of God? Do not be deceived: nei-
ther the sexually immoral, nor idola-
ters, nor adulterers, nor men who 

practice homosexuality, nor thieves, 
nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some 
of you. But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and by the Spirit of our God” (I Cor. 

6:9-11). Our study will focus up-
on the statement in verse 11, 
“And such were some of you”. To 

me, this statement speaks vol-
umes. Let us study this phrase 
and see what we can learn from 
these inspired words. 
 

“Such” 
 In context, this word means 
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“of like manner.” After reading the 
list of sins from verses 9 and 10, 
some might be inclined to look 
down on others and say, “I would 
never want to be around people 
like that!” The apostle Paul’s state-
ment reminds the Corinthians that 
this church was made up of folks 
who had committed such sins, but 

were now forgiven (v. 11). 
 
 In history, Corinth was known 
as a very immoral city. They were 
so wicked that those in the first 
century who lived a life of drunk-
enness and immorality were said to 
“live like a Corinthian.” It is in this 
immoral climate that the apostle 
Paul entered Corinth and preached 
the gospel, converting many people 
to Christ (Acts 18:8; I Cor. 1:14-
16). In fact, God told Paul, “I have 

many people in this city” (Acts 

18:10)! For this reason, Paul stayed 
there a year and a half preaching 
the word to the people and convert-
ing many. 
 
 There is no question that the 
Corinthian Christians had been 
guilty of various sins (I Cor. 6:9-
10)! Perhaps they were taught to be 
like that by their parents. We know 
it was encouraged in their society; 
but these people learned better 
through the preaching of the gospel 
(Acts 18). 
 

“Were” 
 Though the people had been 
guilty of sin (Rom. 3:23), the apos-
tle Paul is declaring that they were 
forgiven people in Christ. They had 

repented (Lk. 13:3; Acts 17:30) and had 
been baptized into Christ (Acts 18:8, 
2:38). Therefore, though they “were” in 
sin (including sins listed in I Cor. 6:9-
10), they had since followed the Lord’s 
plan for salvation and had been forgiv-
en by Christ when baptized (Acts 18:8). 
 
 No one can escape his past! Even 
the apostle Paul, though forgiven and 
looking forward to a “crown of righteous-

ness” (II Tim. 4:6-8), said he was the 

“chief” of sinners when he reflected 
upon his past life (I Tim. 1:15). The 
Corinthians were reminded that they 
“were” in sin, but they had received the 
forgiveness of Christ! 
 
 In this context, “were” is an amaz-
ing and powerful word. Can it be said 
that you “were” guilty of sin and now 
are not? Or is it that you are still living 
in your sin? Why not come out of that 
and be baptized and forgiven of your 
sins (Mk. 16:16)? 
 

“Some” 
 This word lets us know in no uncer-
tain terms that the sins listed in I Corin-
thians 6:9-10 entangled the members of 
the Corinthian church. This is signifi-
cant for three reasons: 
 
 1) It says something about the apos-
tle Paul who went to Corinth! He was 
willing and ready to preach the gospel 
to whomever would listen! (Just like he 
did at Rome - Rom. 1:16.) He under-
stood Christ’s words to preach the gos-

pel to “every creature” (Mk. 16:15), and 

this includes preaching to folks who 
have committed some of the most hei-
nous sins! They needed forgiveness just 
as Paul did and as we all do. Yet, they  
could not be forgiven until they were 
told what to do to be saved (Mk. 
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 fore, let no one look down upon 
one who repents of sin and is bap-
tized, or is restored as an erring 
Christian (Acts 2:38, 8:22; I Jn. 
1:9). We, like the Corinthians, 
need to be “washed … sanctified” 

and “justified”; and we will be 

when we do only what the Lord 
says! 
 

Conclusion 
 Let us learn well the lessons the 
apostle Paul was teaching. In 
many ways, we are like these Co-
rinthians, and we need to be re-
minded about where we came 
from, as well as what we are in 
Christ. Had it not been for Him, 
we would have no hope (Eph. 
2:11-22)! At the same time, per-
haps it is that we need to be re-
minded not to look down upon 
others in their sin, but give them a 
hand-up to get out of the mess 

they have made by teaching them 
the gospel that we learned (II Tim. 
2:2). Let us care enough for people 
to teach them the truth that they 
mi ght  a l so  be  “ wa s h e d ” , 

“sanctified”, and “justified”! 

16:16). When this happened, it is 
then that we know that folks ac-
cepted and were “washed”, 

“sanctified”, and “justified”. 

 
 2) It also tells us that people 
engaged in sins can come out of 
those sins and do what is right! 
Look again to I Corinthians 6:9-
10 and see the list of sins of which 
Paul said those folks had been 
guilty. Do we see any that folks 
today either claim as not sinful, or 

merely some sort of “disease”? 
Yet, what does God call them? 
 The list of sins in I Corinthians 
6:9-10, as well as similar lists in 
other verses are there to remind us 
that God has set a standard for all 
of us. He expects us to come out 
of those sins and live a righteous 
life. Sometimes, we are told by 
men that folks’ sins are a 
“disease,” or that they are some-
how inbred into their genetic 
code. This is wrong. This passage 
makes it clear that regardless of 
the sin under consideration, one 
can be forgiven when he willingly 
listens to and obeys the gospel of 
Christ (Acts 18:8; Heb. 5:8-9). 
 
 3) We see that God considered 
this church as “His” even though 
it was made up of such former 
sinners (I Cor. 1:2, 14:37). Truly, 
God is forgiving, loving, and “not 
willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance” 

(II Pet. 3:9). When these folks re-
pented of sins, and were baptized 
into Christ (Acts 2:38, 18:8), God 
accepted them and added them to 
His church (Acts 2:47)! 
 

“Of You” 
 This phrase speaks not only to 
the Corinthians, but also to the 
other readers of this letter. May 
all Christians beware of arrogance 
and pride! You may have been 
guilty of the very sins mentioned 
here! No one can say that he has 
never sinned (I Jn. 1:10). There-
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