
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

his last week saw the 
body of our brother 
Otis Bryant being laid 
to rest (3/29/14). 
Brother Otis lived on 
earth for over 100 

years. His life touched many peo-
ple in his years upon this earth 
(Matt. 5:16). I didn’t know Otis 
as long as others did, but what 
impressed me in the time I knew 
him was his interest in the Lord 
and His cause in this area. 

 
 In addition to the work he did 
in this community (II Thess. 
3:10; Eph. 4:28), Otis was one of 
the “originals” that helped start 
this congregation at Caneyville. 
In 1952, Otis, his wife Frankie, 
and a handful of family and oth-
ers began meeting in a store front 
in Caneyville and worshipping 
God. By 1954, a building was 
built (in its current location), and 

the church at Caneyville has con-
tinued ever since. 

 
 What impressed me is that 
from that time until the time of 
his death, brother Otis was con-
cerned about the growth and wel-
fare of this congregation. Any-
time I visited with Otis, first in 
his home, and later in the nursing 
home, he would always ask 
about Caneyville and about the 
brethren. He wanted to know 
how everyone was and about the 
growth of the church. Though his 
physical health was waning (Ecc. 
12:3-7), his love for the Lord’s 
people here never left his mind! 
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 Truly, we stand on the shoul-
ders of giants, and brother Otis was 
one of those giants. Had it not been 
for Otis, his wife Frankie, and 
those caring brethren in the 50’s, 
there may not be a congregation of 
Christians meeting in Caneyville 
today. 

 
 Often, we speak of the sacrifices 
that the “pioneer preachers” made 
for the cause of Christ in this coun-
try (and we ought to, because they 
sacrificed much). However, let us 
also remember the sacrifices that 
men like brother Otis Bryant and 
others like him made for the cause 
of Christ in more “modern” times. 
Truly, we are the better because of 
them. 
 
 As those of the “first genera-
tion” of this congregation are pass-
ing away (I believe only one is still 
living from the “original” group 

here) it is incumbent upon those of 
us who are left behind to continue 
to be faithful to God (Rev. 2:10; I 
Cor. 15:58). Those who began this 
local work in Caneyville did it out 
of a love for God and for the gos-
pel. 
 
 Let us continue to be a “bright 
and shining light” in this commu-
nity (Matt. 5:14-16) if we want to 
see this congregation continue to 
flourish into the future. It is going 
to be up to us to teach the next gen-
eration the way of the Lord while 
we can (II Tim. 4:2). Tomorrow 
may be too late (II Cor. 6:2; Heb. 
3:7-8)! 

 

Young People, 
Parenting, The 

Prom, Etc... 
Richard J. Boone 

 
went to “the Prom” in my jun-
ior and senior years in high 
school.  I’m not bragging or 
advocating it; I’m just stating 
that I went. I wish I could 

change that fact, but I can’t. I can, 
though, share some thoughts now in 
retrospect and with more maturity in 
hopes that it will cause someone to stop 
and think about such matters carefully. 
  
 Knowing what I know now about 
serving God and godly influence, I 
cannot recommend the prom as suita-
ble for young people! I offer some 
questions for young people to answer 
and some reminders for parents to 
consider. I hope you will receive them 
in the gentle, concerned spirit in 
which they are given. 
  

Five Questions To Young People 
 I am convinced that young people 
who desire to do what is right have the 
ability to reason and come to sound 
decisions about their activities and 
conduct. Asking and answering ques-
tions is a good way to help one reason 
through matters and come to right de-
cisions. Young people, the following 
questions are to further provoke your 
thinking. Please give them serious at-
tention. 
  
 1. Can you attend and/or partici-
pate in a prom and “keep yourself 
pure” (I Tim. 5:22) - in conversation, 
conduct and thoughts? 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 
Location: 103 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 

 
 
 

      Meeting Times: 
  Sunday Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           10:45 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           5:00 p.m. 
 

  Wednesday Bible Study         7:00 p.m. 
 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Television Show airs on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM 
(10:30-11:00 am) and WLBQ 1570 AM (8:30-9:00 am) Monday-

Friday. It is also broadcast online at: thez999.com and beechtreenews.com 
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs      Phone: (270) 589-4167 

One way we spread the gospel. 
www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994 

provide a Spring Banquet with a whole-
some environment, pictures, and enjoy-
able entertainment. Such options can be 
just as enjoyable and memorable, and 
the spiritual emphasis and impact is far 
greater. 
  

Editor’s Note: 
 With Grayson County High School’s 
Prom coming up in May (May 10th I 
believe), I have been thinking about the 
kinds of things that might be helpful to 
parents and children as we combat this 

tool of Satan to tempt our children to 
commit sin and act worldly (I Pet. 5:8; 
Jas. 1:14-15). In my study, I found this 
good article by brother Boone and 
wanted to include it for our dear breth-
ren. 
  
 Brother Boone made some outstand-
ing points in his article. We ought to 
consider ourselves and our children that 
we might provide the best environment 
possible for them. Satan already has 
enough outlets by which he can snare us 
without us now sending our children to 
the prom or other types of dances where 
there is the unchaste handling of our 
children; and many other sins such as 
drinking or drugs, sexual activity, etc. 
Remember parents, we are responsible 
for our children and bringing them up 
“in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord” (Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4)! Let us 
not let them, or God, down! 

ourselves, our children, relatives, 
neighbors, classmates, etc. That 
keeps the proper standard of judg-
ment before the family at all times. 
  
 2. Emphasize holiness in heart 
and conduct early on in training 
children. As this begins early, then 
the child knows what to expect.  
The mixed signals of fluctuating 
standards and expectations, which 
are terribly confusing, are thereby 
prevented. 
  
 3. Be consistent in: (1) your 
example of holiness, (2) the stand-
ards of conduct you require in 
your children, and (3) punishment 
of disobedience or rebellion. 
  
 4. Specifically discuss with 
your children the issues involved 
in moral choices which young 
people must face. Young people 
frequently long to have someone 
to talk to about such matters. Be-
come a mentor, a friend, a 
“sounding board” for young peo-
ple. Remember this - young people 
(our own children) can discuss 
these matters with us or they can 
hear it from sources whom we 
would not approve! 
  
 5. If you want to keep your 
children out of bad environments, 
offer and provide godly alterna-
tives. In many places I know of 
parents who banded together to 

Watch: 

Listen: 

  
 2. Will your attendance and/or 
participation at a prom increase or 
decrease your influence on others 
- Christians or the lost - as salt and 
light (Matt. 5:13-16)? 
  
 3. “Lasciviousness” (KJV) or 
“licentiousness” (NKJV), in Gala-
tians 5:19, is defined as “absence 
of restraint, indecency, wanton-
ness” (W.E. Vine, Expository 
Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, II:310) and includes 
“wanton (acts or) manners, as 
filthy words, indecent bodily 
movements, unchaste handling 
of males and females, 
etc.” (Thayer, p. 79-80).  Would 
the atmosphere, actions, lan-
guage, clothing and activities 
(such as dancing) of a prom pro-
mote or reduce the opportunities 
for lasciviousness? 
  
 4. Are you determined to at-
tend and/or participate in a prom, 
despite the pleas otherwise of 
those who love you the most and 
want to see you spiritually suc-
cessful - your parents, siblings, 
other relatives, Christians, etc.? 
Please read I Kings 12:8, Proverbs 
13:1, and Ephesians 6:1-3 and 
compare your attitude and deci-
sion. 
  
 5. Would you want to be at a 
prom when Jesus comes again (II 
Pet. 3:9-10)? 
  

Reminders To Parents 
 Parents, we have an awesome 
task to raise our children to be 
faithful Christians. We have 20 
years to accomplish our work 
with each child. We need help 
along the way, too, just like 
young people do. Hopefully the 
following reminders will help. 
  
 1. Always base decisions in 
your home on what would please 
God most, not what would please 


