
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

n recent months I have 
heard “rumblings” on 
the internet and in 
other places about men 
arguing for the practice 
of polygamy. Yes, 

websites have even been set up 
promoting “Christian” polygamy 

and the like. Some of these folks 
are arguing that since Abraham 
had a wife and concubines, Jacob 
had 2 wives, David had multiple 
wives, as did Solomon, etc., then 
it must be OK for us today.  
 
 Some have made very com-
plex arguments for this practice. 
They also tend to be careful to 
remind men to make sure that 
one’s wife is “for” it and does not 
feel “threatened” when her hus-
band marries another woman. 

The “blessings” found in polyg-
amy are touted and taught as a 
blessing from God. Though I 
have not watched it, I understand 
that there is even a “reality” 
show on television that follows 
the lives of a man and his wives. 
TV shows like these are just ways 
to get good people used to the 
idea of polygamy, by treating this 
sin as normal. This was the prac-
tice in the last decade or so to get 
folks “used to” the sin of homo-
sexuality, and it is being used for 
polygamy now. 
 

“What Saith The Scrip-
ture?” 

 The fact remains that with this 
subject, as well as all others (Col. 
3:17), we need to ask, “What saith 

the Scripture” (Rom. 4:3)? Have 
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some men found a “new” truth 
from God? Does God allow for 
multiple wives? Is it OK because 
men in the Old Testament did it? Is 
it OK so long as the wife consents 
to share her husband with another? 
Is it OK so long as the husband can 
afford the “extra expense” of multi-

ple wives and the children born in 
such an arrangement? 
 

We Are Not Bound To The 
Old Law. 

 First, let us remember that 
though different Old Testament 
men had multiple wives, this does 
not mean they followed God’s 
“original intent” (Gen. 2:18-25). 
Also, just because they did this 
does not give men license today to  
do it. Why not? It is because we do 
not live under the same covenant 
they did. We live under the New 
Covenant (Testament) today, and 
not the Old. Christ died so as to 
bring His covenant into effect 
(Heb. 9:15-17). The Old Testament  
law was “taken away”, “done away”, 

and “abolished” in Christ (Heb. 

10:9; II Cor. 3:6-17). To try and 
justify a practice because folks in 
the Old Testament did it is to fall 
from grace (Gal. 5:4). It is to go 
back to that which has been done 
away. 
 

 Yes, there were folks in the Old 
Testament that had multiple wives. 

Yet, remember these folks also ob-
served the Sabbath day (Ex. 20:4). 
They burned incense to God (Ex. 
40:26-27; Lev. 4:7), offered animal 
sacrifices (Lev. 1, 3-7; etc.), used 
instrumental music in worship (II 
Chron. 29:25; Ps. 81:1-4), tithed 

(Lev. 27:30; Deut. 14:22), and went to 
Jerusalem three times a year (Ex. 23:14, 
17, 34:23-24; Deut. 16:16)! Are we going 
to do all of those things, too? If not, why 
not? Why “pick-and-choose” the things 
we want? Remember, if we try to keep 
the Old Law, we are a “debtor to 

all” (Jas. 2:10; Gal. 3:10)! In short, we 

are wasting our breath when we try to 
justify any practice because folks in the 
Old Testament did them! (Jer. 31:31-34; 
Heb. 8:5-13) 
 

The New Testament Speaks. Are 
We Listening? 

 When we see the relationship be-
tween husband and wife, we see that 
God intended for one man to be married 
to one woman for a lifetime. This is not 
an opinion. This is what has been re-
vealed in the New Testament. Let us 
look at some passages which teach us 
the truth concerning the number of 
spouses in a marriage. 
 

 Jesus spoke about marriage and told 
the Pharisees, “Have you not read that he 
who created them from the beginning made 
them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a 
man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh’ So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, 

let not man separate” (Matt. 19:4-5). No-

tice Jesus went back to God’s original 
plan (Gen. 2:18-25) and spoke of a man 
(singular) leaving a father (singular) and 
mother (singular) and cleaving to his 
wife (singular). He went on to say that 
those “two” became one. He did not say 
that three, four, or a dozen somehow 
became one; but two (one man and one 
woman) united together! If language 
means anything, we see Christ speaking 
about one man and one woman being 
married to one another for a lifetime. 
 

 Another passage which speaks to 
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God’s marriage design is I Corin-
thians 7:2, where the apostle Paul 
said, “because of the temptation to 
sexual immorality, each man should 

have his own wife and each woman 

her own husband.” After reading 

this text, let us ask, how many 
husbands is a wife to have? Also, 
how many wives is a husband to 
have? The singular language in 
this text is clear, and it is consis-
tent with what Jesus said. 
 

 A third Scripture that reveals 
the number of spouses in a mar-
riage is the illustration used in 
Ephesians 5:22-33. Please note 
that the purpose was to speak 
about Christ and the church (v. 

32). Yet, Paul, by inspiration (I 
Cor. 14:37) illustrates the beauty 
and unity of Christ and the church 
by talking about a husband and a 
wife. Take note of the comparison 
of the husband to Christ and the 
wife to the church. It is not one 
man and many wives, nor one 
wife and many husbands! Just as 
Christ is not the head of multiple 
churches, so also, the husband is 
the head of one wife! Just as there 
is not one church with many 
heads, so also, a wife is to have 
one husband! 
 

 Let us also note the application 
that one trying to justify a polyga-
mous relationship is similar to 
someone saying that Christ is the 
head of multiple churches! Thus, 
we can see that both positions are 
not true (Matt. 16:18; Col. 1:18; 
Matt. 19:4-6; etc.). God expects us 
to respect His will of one man and 
one woman being married for life 
(Rom. 7:2-3)! 

 

“But, It Is By ‘Consent’!” 
 I notice that folks giving their 

“consent” to certain acts seems to 
be justification for many sins in 
the minds of people today. Not so! 
Just because someone consents to 
a sinful act does not make the act 
any less sinful! Yet, this is a big 
point with those arguing for po-

needed article, but now it is. It has been 
said for years that once the “floodgates” 
allowing for homosexual marriages and 
such were breached, then other similar 

sins (polygamy, bestiality, pedophilia, 
etc.) would come along also. Here it is! 
Yes friends, I have heard about folks 
now becoming more “vocal” in promot-
ing pedophilia, (so long as the child con-
sents, of course). Why are we surprised? 
Once one sin is welcomed and accepted 
by society at large, others will naturally 
follow. Thus is the case with the argu-
ments being made for polygamy! Where 
does it end? There is no natural stopping 
place for these types of sins. The only 
answer we have is to stop where we are 
and return to the Lord’s will for marriage 
and the home. In other words, REPENT 

of our sins (Lk. 13:3; Acts 17:30; II Pet. 
3:9; etc.)! Let us go back to God’s origi-
nal plan and respect it. Teach God’s will 
for marriage and the home to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. A failure to so 
teach and to so live has resulted in the 
cry for the various “legalized” sins we 
witness people engaged in today. 
 

 “Have you heard what I heard” about 
men trying to justify the practice of po-
lygamy and other such sins? If you have-
n’t yet, you will! Are we preparing our-
selves for this next step in Satan’s war on 
God’s institution, the family? 

lygamy. One must make sure “wife 
#1” is consenting to the act and 
“on board” with it. How thought-
ful! So, what they are encouraging 

is both the man and woman con-
sent to the sin, and in this consent, 
it makes sin “OK.” 
 

 Does this sound right? I remem-
ber Bible cases where two married 
people consented to sin and God 
said it was still sin! Remember 
Adam and Eve (Gen. 3)? How 
about the case of Ahab and Jezebel 
(I Kings 16-22)? How about 
Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-
11)? No, these were not cases of 
polygamy, but they were cases 
where husbands and wives con-

sented to sin together. Note that it 
resulted in God condemning both 
of them for their sin! 
 

 No friends, consent does not 
make a sinful act less sinful, 
whether we talking about polyg-
amy or other sexual sins (adultery 
by consent), gambling (stealing by 
consent), dueling (murder by con-
sent),  drinking, doing drugs, lying 
(also done by consent — one’s own 
consent), etc.! How foolish to ar-
gue that consenting to a sin justifies 
the sin! 
 

Conclusion 
 Perhaps our dear readers are 
surprised that this kind of an article 
is necessary. Perhaps in years gone 
by, this would not have been a 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 
Location: 103 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 

 
 
 

      Meeting Times: 
  Sunday Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           10:45 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           5:00 p.m. 
 

  Wednesday Bible Study         7:00 p.m. 
 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Television Show airs on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM 
(10:30-11:00 am) and WLBQ 1570 AM (8:30-9:00 am) Monday-

Friday. It is also broadcast online at: thez999.com and beechtreenews.com 
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs      Phone: (270) 589-4167 

Have You Read Your Bible Today? Bible 
Reading Calendars Are Found At: 

http://caneyvillechurchofchrist.com 

Watch: 
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