
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

enesis 28:10-18 re-
cords the dream 
Jacob had from God 
as he traveled from 
his home to Padan-
Aram. The events 

that transpired that night truly 
changed his life. Jacob took his 
place with Abraham and Isaac as 

one who heard the voice of God 
and was recipient of His prom-
ises. In his dream, Jacob saw a 
ladder reaching to Heaven with 
angels ascending and descending 
it. Above the ladder, he heard the 
voice of God pronouncing a 
blessing to him. After this dream, 
the Bible records his reaction that 
he “awoke”, was “afraid” and 
“arose” so as to offer a sacrifice 
to God (Gen. 28:16-18). 
 
 I think of Jacob’s reactions to 
God’s revelation and am im-

pressed. Really, these ought to be 
the reaction every person has 
when they are faced with the 
truth of God’s word. Therefore, 
when we read and study God’s 
word, let us … 
 

 AWAKE: When we read and 
learn God’s word, it truly is a 
“wake-up call” for us! God’s 
word instructs us as to what is 
pleasing to God. Man does not 
know God’s will otherwise (II 
Tim. 3:16-17). Man, left to his 

own devises, often does the oppo-
site of what God wants (Jer. 
10:23). Thus, it is truly a “wake-
up call” to us when we learn the 
truth. Sadly, there is a real danger 
of being asleep, spiritually. Thus, 
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God reminds Christians as well to 
be awake (Rom. 13:11; I Cor. 
15:34; I Thess. 5:5-8). Are you 
awake? Has God’s word roused 
you from spiritual slumber? 
 

 BE AFRAID: It brought fear to 
Jacob to consider what he had seen 
and heard in his dream. He quickly 
admitted, “Surely the Lord is in this 

place and I did not know it.” Let us 

also be afraid when we wake up to 
the fact that God is here (Jer. 
23:24; Isa. 57:15), and we have not 
acknowledged Him! God deserves 
our respect (Acts 10:35), love 
(Matt. 22:37), and obedience (Rev. 
22:14). Are we giving this to Him? 
Are we so blind that we could say, 
“God is here, and I did not know 
it”? Be afraid, and then let us re-
pent and acknowledge and obey 
the God of Heaven! 
 

 ARISE: Just as Jacob got up 
and got busy, so let us do the same! 
Those who are not Christians need 
to “arise and be baptized” (Acts 

22:16) when they know the truth. 
Those who are Christians need to 
arise and get busy in the work of 
the Lord. There is truly much to do 
on earth as a Christian. Therefore, 
let us wear ourselves out in service 
to God. Let us do as the apostle 
Paul and be willing to “spend and be 

spent” in the Lord’s work (II Cor. 

12:15)! Arise and get to work! Our 

time on earth is limited (Job 14:1). 
As Jesus said, “the harvest is plenti-

ful, but the laborers are few” (Matt. 

9:37-38; Mk. 10:2). 
 

What is your reaction to God?? 
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wo of the passages which point 
to the importance of congrega-
tional singing are Ephesians 
5:19 and Colossians 3:16. 
 

 Ephesians 5:19 — “Speaking to your-

selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord.” 

 

 Colossians 3:16 — “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing-
ing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 

 
 Two aspects of worship in song are 
clearly taught in these passages. The first 
aspect is singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord–singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. All true 

obedience to God expresses the faith 
and submission of the heart of man to-
ward God. All true worship is the out-
pouring of our hearts unto God. Our 
hearts should be full of grace, love, and 
truth of God as we sing praises to him. 
 
 The second aspect is speaking to 
yourselves–teaching and admonishing 
one another. We teach and encourage 
one another by the words we sing. 
Daily, private singing is appropriate and 
expresses the thanksgiving of the heart 
to God. “Is any merry? let him sing 

psalms” (Jas. 5:13). But public, congrega-

tional singing adds the dimension of 
each one who worships God edifying 
others as they worship God. 
 



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 
Tryouts, contests, and competitions are 
held–performances presented, entertain-
ment exalted, and men glorified–in the 
name of worship. It is all carnality and a 
vain display of religion “after the com-

mandments and doctrines of men,” “which 
things have indeed a show of wisdom in will 

worship” (Col. 2:22-23). In other words, 
in the name of doing God’s will men are do-
ing their own will. 

 
 True worship glorifies God and edi-
fies saints. As the heart overflows with 
the word of Christ and the praise of God, 
we sing with grace. True Christians wor-
ship according to the commands of 
Christ and not according to their own 
will.  New Testament churches find their 
pattern for worship in the New Testa-
ment, not in the Old Testament, not in 

the vain traditions of men, and certainly 
not in the carnality of this modern age! 
 

[Guardian of Truth XXXII, 14 (July 21, 

1988):428] 

 

Editor’s Note: 
 Lord willing, Brother Halbrook will 
be holding a gospel meeting for us July 
19-21. In light of this, I asked him to 
send us some Bible articles to print be-
fore he arrived. I hope all benefit from 
his writing. Make your plans now to be 
here for the gospel meeting and invite 

friends and neighbors to come. Flyers are 
in the foyer. 

of all things, by whom also he made the 

worlds” (Heb. 1:1-2). 

 
 Jesus Christ in the New Testa-
ment does not command us to dip 

seven times in Jordan, to march 
around Jericho, to build an ark, to 
offer animal sacrifices, or to play 
musical instruments in worship! 
We read his command in the New 
Covenant to sing in Ephesians 5:19 
and Colossians 3:16, but where do 
we read any command to play? 
 
 Christ teaches us to glorify God 
in our worship rather than man–
singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord. Christ commands per-
sonal participation by all saints in 
worship rather than professional 

performances by a few – your-
selves, one another. Christ com-
manded our worship to be edifying 
rather than entertaining–teaching 
and admonishing. 
 
 The modern use of solo, quar-
tet, and choir singing violates the 
design of New Testament worship. 
Men are touted and glorified for 
making a display of their musical 
“talents.” Not all who make up 
“yourselves” and “one another” 
can qualify for the solo or choir, so 

the participation of all the saints is 
sacrificed on the altar of profes-
s i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h e 
“program” is sure to be entertain-
ing, but spiritual edification is lost. 

 These two passages, like every 
other passage on music in worship 
during the gospel age, authorize 
vocal rather than instrumental 
music. The thanksgiving and mel-

ody of the heart are to be ex-
pressed by speaking, teaching, and 
admonishing by means of singing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs. Instruments of music such 
as harps, horns, guitars, banjoes, 
drums, clarinets, organs, and cym-
bals cannot speak the truths of 
God’s Word. The word of Christ 
cannot dwell in the heart of a me-
chanical instrument – no such in-
strument can teach and admonish 
people with the divine word. Both 
passages urge God’s people to 

sing from the heart, but neither 
authorizes them to play upon a 
harp. 
 
 “By his prophets” the Lord com-

manded the use of cymbals, psal-
teries, and harps in the temple 
worship under the law of Moses 
(2 Chron. 29:25). While trumpets 
and other instruments were being 
played, animals sacrifices were 
burned (v. 28). The Psalms speak 
of worshiping God with various 
musical instruments and with 
“burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the 

incense of rams; I will offer bullocks 

with goats” (Psa. 150; 66:15). 

Noah was commanded to build an 
ark – Israel to march around the 
walls of Jericho – Naaman to dip 
seven times in the Jordan River 
(Gen. 6; Josh. 6; 2 Kgs. 5). 
 
 We do not serve God today 
under the covenants and com-
mandments of the Old Testament 
fathers, but under the new cove-
nant of Jesus Christ. 
 
 “God, who at sundry times and in 

divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 
Location: 103 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 

 
 
 

      Meeting Times: 
  Sunday Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           10:45 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           5:00 p.m. 
 

  Wednesday Bible Study         7:00 p.m. 
 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Television Show airs on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM 
(10:30-11:00 am) and WLBQ 1570 AM (8:30-9:00 am) Monday-

Friday. It is also broadcast online at: thez999.com and beechtreenews.com 
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs      Phone: (270) 589-4167 

See episodes Of “The Ancient Landmark” 
www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994 

Watch: 

Listen: 


