
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

ast week (6/25/13), 
Americans were met 
with the news that 
The Supreme Court 
Of The United States 
has “legislated” from 

the bench again. Their 5-4 ruling 
was that section 3 of the Defense 
of Marriage Act, which did not 

allow “same-sex” couples gov-
e r n m e n t  b e n e f i t s ,  w a s 
“unconstitutional”. Such a ruling 
seems “par for the course”, since 
in the past several years our civil 
leaders seem to do their best to 
rule in ways that are opposed to 
the Bible. Our civil leaders have 
consistently ruled in opposition 
to the Bible in the last century or 
so. Further, this nation is not 
unique in the world concerning 
such actions! I say this not as a 
virtue, but in shame. A nation 
who was once known for uphold-

ing Biblical principles is success-
fully moving away from the prin-
ciples that made it great. 
 
 Before someone says, “We 
have separation of church and 
state in this country, so we ought 
not mix politics and religion”; let 
us be reminded that such a state-
ment is never found in our Con-
stitution nor Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Our Constitution for-
bids Congress from establishing a 
“state religion” as England and 

other countries have. Our Consti-
tution, however, does not forbid 
civil leaders, or anyone else, from 
expressing religious convictions 
publicly or privately! 
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 With this in mind, let the lead-
ers of our country and its citizens 
be reminded that God has con-
demned homosexuality from 
Genesis through Revelation. How 
can folks who claim to believe in 
God and the Bible say otherwise? 
God showed His hatred for homo-
sexual acts when He destroyed 

Sodom, Gomorrah, and the other 
cities of the plain (Gen. 19). Ho-
mosexual sins were consistently 
forbidden and condemned through-
out the Old Law. In the New Tes-
tament, we see the same thing be-
ing taught (Matt. 19:4-6; Rom. 
1:26-27; I Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-
21; etc.). Thus, when a country has 
legislators (or jurists acting like leg-
islators) who treat homosexual sins 
as a “right”, then something is 
WRONG! Further, rest assured, 
God will not allow such actions to 
go unpunished. (See: Dan. 4-5) 

 
 Remember the words of the 
Lord: “Righteousness exalts a nation, 
but sin is a reproach to any peo-

ple” (Prov. 14:34). Yet, in the cur-

rent political climate, instead of 
leaders bowing their heads and ask-
ing God for forgiveness, we have a 
civil government who encourages 
homosexual behavior (and other 
sinful acts) by bowing to those who 
practice it! (Rom. 1:32) 
 
 Is homosexuality the only sin 

that has been “legalized”? No! 
Drinking alcohol, gambling, abor-
tions (murder of unborn children), 
prostitution, fornication, adultery, 
divorce for any cause, and numer-
ous other sins have been 

“legalized” in the last century. The sin 
of homosexuality is simply the “latest” 
sin being justified by civil leaders. 
 
 What can Christians do in a situation 
where our leaders rule in opposition to 

God? 1) Pray to God for help (Jas. 5:16; 
I Pet. 5:7). Pray also for our civil leaders 
that they will see the error of their ways 

and repent (I Tim. 2:1-2). 2) Teach our 

children what is right. Homosexuality, 

like all other sins, is learned behavior 

(Jas. 1:14-15). It isn’t “genetic”, as some 
claim, for God says repent of it! (I Cor. 
6:9-11) Let us teach our children God’s 
laws for marriage (Matt. 19:4-6; I Cor. 
7:2; Heb. 13:4). Let us show them God’s 
ways of living while they are at home 

with us (Eph. 6:4; Prov. 22:6). 3) Speak 

up when we can. This country still has 
freedom of speech for the time being. 
Let us use our freedom to speak up for 
God’s way, regardless of the sin (II Tim. 
4:2, 2:2; II Pet. 1:12-15; etc.)! Express 
your disagreement with the elected offi-
cials as well. Let them know that there is 
a “voter block” who cares for God’s 
ways of ruling. Who knows but the peo-
ple you speak to can be convinced and 
converted to the Lord’s ways on this 
subject and other subjects before it is too 
late (Est. 4:14). 

“The effective prayer of a 
righteous man can accom-
plish much” (James 5:16). 

 

 Are you praying daily for our work 
here at Caneyville? Are you constantly 
asking for God’s blessings on our eld-
ers, deacons, preachers, Bible class 
teachers, our elderly, the widows, the 
spiritually weak, and every brother 
and sister in Christ? We have a great 
and powerful tool in prayer.  Use it! 
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and other passages to learn God's plan 
for true married love. “Therefore shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife:  and they shall be 

one flesh.” If you make God’s Word the 

foundation of your marriage, your home 
will be one of the greatest blessings of 
your life. Read Proverbs to learn words 
of wisdom which apply to every aspect 
of life. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 

instruction” (1:7). “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation:  but sin is a reproach to any peo-

ple” (14:34).  “Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived 

thereby is not wise” (20:1). Read Ecclesias-

tes to learn the true meaning of life. “Let 
us hear the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter:  Fear God, and keep his command-

ments:  for this is the whole duty of man.  For 
God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be good or 

whether it be evil” (12:13-14). 
 

 I urge you to read the Bible with con-
fidence that you can understand the one 
book in the world given by your Creator 
to guide you through life and to give you 
eternal life.  God designed the Bible so 
that when we read it, we can understand 
His Word (Eph. 3:4). Young man, young 
lady, read the Bible as your guide in life! 
 

(This article gives the gist of my remarks as one of the 
speakers on the Baccalaureate Program at Columbia 
High School, West Columbia, TX on 21 May 1995.  Our 
second son, David, graduated on 26 May.) 

 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted. But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for 

our iniquities:  the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath 

laid on him the iniquity of us all (Isa. 

53:4-6). 
 

 In the New Testament, read 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to 
learn about the life, teaching, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  “These are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye 

might have life through his name” (Jn. 

20:31). 
 

 To better understand the way of 
salvation, read the Great Commis-
sion and the book of Acts.  Jesus 
said, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.  He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned” (Mk. 16:15-16).  The book 

of Acts records how the gospel was 
first spread and how men received 
it.  Read Romans through Revela-
tion to learn how we are to live, 
worship, and serve God in the way 

of salvation. 
 

4. There are many other reasons to 
read the Bible.  Read Genesis 2:24 

Young People, 

Read the Bible! 
Ron Halbrook, Shepherdsville, KY 

 

 Young men and young ladies, 
I urge you to read the Bible as the 
guide of your life.  American edu-
cation originated in the desire to 
equip young people to read the 
Bible.  Please consider a few rea-
sons this is so important for your 
life. 
 

1. I urge you to read the Bible be-

cause it is the only book in all the 
world given to us by the guidance 
of God.  “All scripture is given by the 
inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness:  That 
the man of God may be perfect, thor-
oughly furnished unto all good 

works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Every 

word God gave in Scripture is true 
and right.  The Bible is the infalli-
ble Word of God. 
 

2. I urge you to read the Bible be-
cause it is the only book in all the 
history of the world protected and 
preserved by the providence of 
God.  Both the Old and New Tes-
taments contain God’s promise 
that He will protect His 
Word.  “For all flesh is as grass, and 

all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass.  The grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away:  But the 

word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 

Pet. 1:24-25; Isa. 40:7-8).  God 
preserves His Word so that each 
generation can have the opportu-
nity to read it.  He wants you to 
read it. 
 

3. I urge you to read the Bible to 
learn the way of salvation.  That is 
its main theme.  We learn in 
Genesis 3 that our greatest prob-
lem is sin.  God promised to send 

a Savior through the seed of Abra-
h a m :  “ I n  t h e e  s h a l l  a l l 

families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 

12:3).  The Old Testament further 
explains God’s promise of a Sav-
ior:  
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 
Location: 103 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 

 
 
 

      Meeting Times: 
  Sunday Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           10:45 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           5:00 p.m. 
 

  Wednesday Bible Study         7:00 p.m. 
 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Television Show airs on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM 
(10:30-11:00 am) and WLBQ 1570 AM (8:30-9:00 am) Monday-

Friday. It is also broadcast online at: thez999.com and beechtreenews.com 
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs      Phone: (270) 589-4167 

Have You Read Your Bible Today? Bible 
Reading Calendars Are Found At: 

http://caneyvillechurchofchrist.com 

Watch: 

Listen: 


