
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

oes God want the 
local church to give 
funds to every indi-
gent person on 
earth? Many today, 
including many of 

our brethren, say “Yes”. What 
does the Bible say? Recently, I 
was asked a question about the 

terms “all” and “all men” and 
how it relates to the work of the 
church. This question and my 
answer are below. I hope this will 
be helpful to our dear readers in 
their study of God’s word. 
 

Question: 

 I need help brother, part of my 
study: Can help me the definition 
or meaning of greek word pantas 
or pa’ntas? the name of books 
and translator. This is about my 
study of Gal. 6:10 2 Cor. 9:13 --- 
“all” or “all men” Acts 2:45 ---- 
“all” or “all men” Are these pas-
sages different greek words? 
Thank you so much.  
 

Answer: 
 Hello -- I know little about the 
Greek language. I do, however, 
rely much upon context within 
the Bible when studying. In these 
passages, Acts 2, Galatians 6, 
and II Corinthians 9, you have 
different settings (contexts). 
Therefore, we need to take them 
separately. You cannot read them 

as if this is the same event, etc. 
 
 Acts 2:45 is in the context of 
Acts 2:42-47. This speaks of what 
the early church was doing. 
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Among other things, it says the 
believers (Christians) were together 
and they had all things in common 
(v. 45). Who had all things com-
mon? It was the Christians. It was 
not the world, nor the population 
of Jerusalem, but simply those who 
were Christians. “They” sold their 

things (v. 45). Who sold things? 

The Christians did this, not the 
world, and not the population of 
Jerusalem. Then, these people sold 
possessions and distributed “to all, 

as any had need” (v. 45). It says in 

verse 46 that daily (day by day) 
they assembled at the temple and 
met “house to house”. Who was 

meeting? The Christians were 
meeting! Again, it was not the 
population of Jerusalem or the 
world, but the Christians. The con-
text is what the Christians were 
doing for one another (v. 42-47). 
Therefore, in verse 45, these Chris-

tians were selling their possessions 
and then giving the proceeds to 
their fellow Christians. I know it 
says “as any had need”, and what is 

to be understood is “as any 
CHRISTIAN had need”. That is 
the point. The context is what the 
Christians in Jerusalem were doing 
at this time, and they were giving 
their money to the needy Chris-
tians. No other people are under 
consideration in Acts 2:42-47. 
 
 II Corinthians 8-9 speaks of the 

generosity the Macedonians 
showed, and then declares that the 
Corinthians ought to follow their 
example. Beginning in II Corin-
thians 9:6, we see the apostle Paul 
encouraging generosity among the 

Christians at Corinth, and speaks about 
how God sees and is able to reward 
those who are generous (II Cor. 9:9-11). 
As we approach the section of II Corin-
thians 9:12-13, remember that the term 
“men” in the last of verse 13 is in italics 
in the KJV and some other versions. 
This means it was added by the transla-
tors. It was not there in the original. 
Rather, it would have read, “for them and 

for all”. 

 But, who are the “all”? Is this passage 

speaking of all people on earth? Is this 
passage speaking of all people in the city 
of Corinth? Who is it? I believe we see 
the answer in verse 14. I Corinthians 
9:14 speaks of these same people and 
their “prayer” being offered to God on 

behalf of the generosity shown. Now, 
who is it that can pray and God hear 
them? Is it Christians who pray, or is it 
all the population of Corinth or the 
population of the world? (See: I Pet. 
3:10-12) We know that God hears Chris-
tian’s prayers. Therefore, the context in 
II Corinthians 9 is again the contribu-
tion to “them” (i.e., the specified needy 

saints in Jerusalem) and then “all” or all 

other Christians who would be benefit-
ted from this money. 
 It makes no sense, contextually, to 
speak of giving to Christians and then all 
men in general and then speak of the 
prayers of both groups going before God 
when we know God doesn’t hear sin-
ners’ prayers (I Pet. 3:12). It makes per-
fect sense, though when those men-
tioned are all Christians, for in this case 
God hears their prayers. 
 
 Moving on to Galatians 6. Again, 
this passage has its own context. Gala-
tians 6 is not recording an event that 
Christians did (as in Acts 2:45). It is not 
an encouragement to make sure and 
have money ready when Paul gets there 
(as in II Cor. 8-9). Rather, this context 
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hen reading the Bible, we 
understand that the com-
ing of Christ and our re-

 
 Others see Christ as their personal 

“genie,” granting wishes and provid-
ing earthly treasures. Such is the 
“gospel of health-and-wealth” taught 

by many today. 
 
 There are also those who look upon 

Christ as the author and sustainer of 
the many varied and conflicting 
churches we see in the world. 

 

Conclusion 
 How many see Christ as He really is? 
He is our Savior (Lk. 19:10), and re-
deemer (Titus 2:14). He built only one 
church (Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:16). He 
has only one plan of salvation (Acts 
2:38) which produces Christians only 

(Acts 11:26). He is a spiritual king con-
cerned with our spiritual welfare. He 
wants us in Heaven with Him one day 
(II Pet. 3:9; Rom. 2:7-11). 

demption from sin is the theme of 
the book. Yet, it never ceases to 
amaze me to see how this simple 
theme and a coming Savior can be 
so misunderstood by people not 

only in “Bible days,” but also to-
day! 
 

In The First Century: 
 Some expected Christ to be a 

military leader to overthrow 
Rome and rule in Jerusalem 
(Matt. 20:21; Jn. 6:15; Lk. 
24:21; Acts 1:6). 

 
 Some looked upon Christ as 

merely another prophet from 
God (Matt. 16:13-14; Jn. 4:19). 

 
 Still others saw Christ as an 

imposter and rebellious to 
Abraham and the law of Moses 
(Jn. 5:45-47, 8:38-40, 53-58; 
Matt. 27:63). 

 
 There were a few, though, who 

understood He is the Christ. 
(Jn. 3:2, 4:25-29, 42, 9:33-38) 

 

Today: 
 Christ is looked upon as merely 

a prophet by the Jews and 
Muslims. 

 
 The millenialists still expect 

Christ to be an earthly ruler 
with a military campaign to 
defeat Satan and rule in Jerusa-
lem. 

speaks to individual Galatian 
Christians. This is seen from verse 
1 through verse 8. Ex: “any man”, 

“thyself” (v. 1); “any man”, “he” - 

3x (v. 3); “each one”, “his own”, 

“himself” (v. 4); “each”, “his 

own” (v. 5); “One” (v. 6); “a man”, 

“he” (v. 7); “he” - 2x (v. 8). 

 This thread of thought contin-
ues in verses 9-10 as Paul includes 
himself by using the terms “we” 

and “us”. The context of individ-
ual people working and giving has 
not changed. So, when he says let 
us do good to all (men is in italics 
in some versions), and then says 
“especially those of the household of 

faith”, Paul is making a distinction 

not seen in previous passages. He 

is showing how Christians (as in-
dividuals) have a responsibility 
toward those “of the household of 

faith” but also those not in the 

household of faith. So, as we indi-
vidual Christians have opportu-
nity (occasion), let us do good to 
all people, saint and sinner. But, 
as we said, this context is inde-
pendent of those other passages 
you named. In fact, each passage 
is independent in that sense. Each 
Scripture you mentioned (Acts, 
Corinthians, Galatians) spoke of a 
specific case for a specific time.  

 
 Friend, this is how I have to 
work through passages like this. 
Simply saying what the Greek 
word is, does not always answer 
the question at hand. What is the 
context (setting) where we find the 
word? I hope this helps you in 
your study of God’s word. 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 
Location: 103 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 

 
 
 

      Meeting Times: 
  Sunday Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           10:45 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           5:00 p.m. 
 

  Wednesday Bible Study         7:00 p.m. 
 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Television Show airs on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM 
(10:30-11:00 am) and WLBQ 1570 AM (8:30-9:00 am) Monday-

Friday. It is also broadcast online at: thez999.com and beechtreenews.com 
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs      Phone: (270) 589-4167 

Visit Our Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/

CaneyvillechurchOfChrist 

Facts Do Not Cease To Exist 

Just Because They Are Ignored! 
Aldous Huxley, "Proper Studies", 1927 
English critic & novelist (1894 - 1963) 

“A mist in the pulpit is a fog 

in the pew” 

Watch: 

Listen: 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Aldous_Huxley/

