
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

n the last month, I have 
attended the funerals of 
three dear people. One’s 
death came rather unex-
pectedly, and it shocked 

folks who knew of this death. 
Yet, the other two died of what 
men call “old age and complica-
tions.” Their bodies just wore out 

(Ps. 90:10-12)! Such was the case 
with  brother Jay Norris. Jay 
lived to see 89 years and 2 
months (exactly). Over the last 
couple years, he fought the ills of 
old age, including dementia. His 
loving wife Pat, was by his side to 
the end of his life (Gen. 2:18). 
 

 The lessons I learned from 
brother Jay Norris in the years I 
knew him are many. Yet, even 
now, he would be quick to point 
out that the focus of an article, a 
sermon, and even the life of a 

man, should be Christ. He would 
lament that it seems many men 
are basically “taking God by the 
shoulders, and setting Him aside” 
so they can preach/teach what 
they want. His words still ring 
true! Thus, the following words 
are written, not in praise of a 
mere man, but in praise of what 
The Great God of Heaven can do 
in the life of a mere man.  
 

 When I began preaching in a 
“full-time” capacity, an older 
preacher told me some words of 
advice that have never left me. 

He told me, “When you go to a 
place to preach, beware of those 
who befriend you first.” Gener-
ally, his advice has proven to be 
true, and has spared me some 
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problems I might have had other-
wise. However, his advice was not 
true in the case of Jay and Pat Nor-
ris. Jay was one of the first to be-
friend me when I set foot in Ken-
tucky, and has remained a true 
friend ever since. (Prov. 17:17) 
 

 I didn’t know Jay in his “early” 

years. However, in his “later” 
years, Jay showed himself to be a 
man focused upon God’s word. 
Bible reading and Bible study were 
not “idle curiosities” to him. He 
showed me the value of true and 
genuine Bible study (II Tim. 2:15; 
Eph. 3:4; I Tim. 4:13; Ps. 119:11). I 
have been the beneficiary of his 
study books and writings, and it is 
clear that he “plowed deep” when 
he studied from the book of God. 
 

 I saw the power of God’s word 
in his life, for this man left the insti-
tutional church after being with 

them for some 40 years! After 40 
years, some might be tempted to 
stay because this is “all they knew” 
or they had so many friends, etc. 
Not Jay! He left them because Bi-
ble study had opened his eyes, and 
he saw clearly the changes that 
they had made in God’s word. 
Thus, he left that life behind and 
began a search for a church preach-
ing the truth (Jn. 17:17; 4:24). No, 
this is not a testimony to Jay, but 
to the word of God that has the 
power to cleanse, and the power to 
change lives, and to point us in the 
right direction when we listen! 
 

 Patience or longsuffering is de-
scribed as being part of the fruit of 
the spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). I also saw 
Jay Norris as a patient man. He 

had his “moments” as we all do! Yet, he 
overall was a patient person. He would 
spend hours in study with his wife, 
when she would ask him Bible ques-
tions, etc. I also remember times when 
he and I would speak of spiritual matters 
and discuss them at length. He always 
had time for a study of God’s word and 
discussing the things that are of greatest 
importance! I Peter 4:11 comes to mind 
here, for Jay always wanted to “speak as 

the oracles of God” when he spoke. He 

was an encouragement to preachers like 
me as well, for he loved to hear the gos-
pel preached. 
 

 If I had to describe Jay Norris in one 
word, I think the word I would choose 
would be “genuine”. With Jay, you al-
ways knew where you stood with him. 
That doesn’t mean I always agreed with 
him. I can remember times at his house 
when we locked horns over things! We 
both thought the other was wrong, and 
it was so stated. However, I never ques-
tioned where I stood with Jay Norris. 
He didn’t treat me one way to my face 

and another way among others, nor 
speak ill of me when my back was 
turned. (Proverbs 27:6; Rom. 12:9) How 
many people do you know who will 
treat us like this today? Not many! 
 

 As I think of the passing of brother 
Jay, passages like Revelation 14:13 
come to mind. Brother Jay left behind 
an example/influence that will continue 
to be felt (Matt. 5:13-16). If we could 
bring brother Norris back, I know he 
would want all reading this article to 
know what to do to be saved. One must 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God (Jn. 
8:24), repent of sins (Lk. 13:3), confess  

one’s faith in Christ (Rom. 10:10), and 
be baptized (Mk. 16:16). Have you taken 
this step? If not why not? Why not be a 
Christian so you can one day die in the 
Lord. Turn to Him before it is too late! 
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known well. They include their notes and 
markings, and a few have the pages 
folded for easy reference. It isn’t the book 
as much as the lessons granted from their 
former owners, that makes their value 
immeasurable to me. The Sacred Word 
within those bibles molded and shaped 
these preachers, as they accepted the 
Great Physician’s skill on their hearts and 
filled them with His truth. That, to me, 
merits the retention of these bibles within 
my library. 
 

 Now, as I sit in the comforts of my 
home study, perusing the several items 
that make an ease of reminiscence, I ad-
mit few others may want to keep what I 
have kept. Yet, if nothing else, these are 
the precious things that have molded me 
into what I am and pray to remain – a ser-
vant of the Most High God, whose care for 
me is more exquisite than all the accom-
plishments these memorabilia will ever 
fashion! You see, I continue letting HIM 
mold me and make me after HIS will! 

carefully, gently, deliberately, fash-
ioned each broken finger to a cor-
rect position on the neck, as if Ed 
were going to play. He then casted 
this assembled repair and told Ed, 
“Well, we’ll know in proper time.” 
 

 When the proper time of healing 
elapsed, Ed returned as directed 
and Grandfather removed the cast-
ing. When he removed the neck 
from Ed’s hand, he asked Ed to try 
to move his fingers. Though stiff 
and awkward, Ed was successful in 
moving his fingers; but he could not 
straighten them – only “wiggle” 
them enough to reach from one 
string to another in a motion pleas-
ing and promising to the fiddle 
player! In time, and with extensive 
therapy, Ed was able to delight his 
family and friends with the simple 
joyful playing as he had done. He 
never straightened his fingers, but 
was forever grateful Grandfather 
had thoughtfully molded and made 
them in a useful pattern enabling 
the continuation of such joyful mu-
sic.  
 

 Someone asked why I keep that 
old fiddle. It has no strings and 
there is no likelihood of returning it 
to a viable instrument of joyful mu-
sic. The strings are missing, the 
body and neck remain separated by 
a ragged break, and even the bow is 
broken. On its back is a simple label 
placed by my Dad reading, “Ed 
Parker’s hand.” Because of the sev-
eral times Dad related the story, the 
tangible evidence reminds me of 
the need of a broken patient, and 
the skill of a wise physician. That 
lesson alone merits retention of this 
item!  I feel the same about the sev-
eral Bibles kept in my library. Many 
of them belonged to preachers I’ve 
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 His name was Ed Parker. Few, if 
any readers will know him, and I’m 
certain he has long since crossed 
the chilly Jordan of death. None-
theless, it seems fitting to note 
name for the sake of honesty. Ed 
was a farmer/carpenter during the 
depression years, and like several 
of the area in which he lived, hard 
work and little pay was the “norm” 
of life. Not only money was scarce 
in those days; even times of joy 
for family and friends seemed 
fleeting. Ed was one who gener-
ously supplied a goodly portion of 
joyful entertainment. You see, he 
was the local “fiddle player” and it 
only required a small request to 
have Ed play his “fiddle.” 
 

 If I recall the cause of his injury 
accurately, Ed was working on 
some carpentry project when 
something captured his left hand 
and crushed it – fingers and all! His 
business helpers immediately took 
Ed to my grandfather’s office, the 
local physician/surgeon in the 
area. Seeing the urgency of the 
matter, Grandfather successfully 
stopped the bleeding, but was very 
concerned about the broken bones 
in his fingers and hand. You see, 
Grandfather also enjoyed playing 
the “fiddle” but admired Ed’s abili-
ties! Ed, during this painful experi-
ence, inquired if the injury would 
end his playing delights, and with 
honesty, Grandfather replied, “I 
just don’t know. Your finger-bones 
are so badly broken they will 
likely remain very stiff if they do 
heal.”  
 

 As mentioned, Grandfather was 
a fiddle player too, and realized 
straight, stiff fingers would forbid 
additional playing of the instru-
ment. What might he do, that 
would at least grant some hope 
and encouragement to Ed? Grand-
father excused himself for a few 
minutes and returned with one of 
his fiddles. In the presence of Ed, 
Grandfather removed the strings 
and proceeded to break off the 
neck from the body of the fiddle. I 
can only imagine the horror in Ed’s 
face when he saw the ruin of the 
instrument! Without much more 
conversation, Grandfather placed 
the neck of the fiddle into the cor-
rect position of Ed’s hand, and 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 
Location: 103 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 

 
 
 

      Meeting Times: 
  Sunday Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           10:45 a.m. 
 

  Sunday Worship           5:00 p.m. 
 

  Wednesday Bible Study         7:00 p.m. 
 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Television Show airs on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/TheOldPaths1994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

 

“The Ancient Landmark” Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM 
(10:30-11:00 am) and WLBQ 1570 AM (8:30-9:00 am) Monday-

Friday. It is also broadcast online at: thez999.com and beechtreenews.com 
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs      Phone: (270) 589-4167 

Have You Read Your Bible Today? Bible 
Reading Calendars Are Found At: 

http://caneyvillechurchofchrist.com 

Watch: 

Listen: 

“The effective prayer of a 
righteous man can accom-
plish much” (James 5:16). 

 

 Are you praying daily for our work 
here at Caneyville? Are you constantly 
asking for God’s blessings on our eld-
ers, deacons, preachers, Bible class 
teachers, our elderly, the widows, the 
spiritually weak, and every brother 
and sister in Christ? We have a great 
and powerful tool in prayer.  Use it! 


